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1.0.Women and Prostitution in Post-Disaster Contexts 
According to UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) the amount of natural 
disasters related to climate change has increased threefold over the last 30 years. Today, various 
kinds of natural disasters, such as earthquakes, droughts, flooding’s, tsunamis and hurricanes, are 
being investigated in relation to climate changes (Ferris 2010: 1-2). The devastating impacts of 
natural disasters are present for several decades (Ferris 2010: 1). An emerging pattern being 
articulated within the international development discourse, relates to a rising problem of female 
prostitution following various kinds of natural disasters. In the aftermaths of natural disasters 
women can be driven into “transactional sex” (prostitution) for survival (Allen 2013:1; Iskandar 
1998:1; Tichagwa 1994:23; Armstrong 2010; Fisher 2010: 909). One group of actors within the 
development field are governments and politicians (Pieterse 2010: 10). The American politicians 
have become aware of the extent and severity of natural disasters leading to prostitution and The 
Democrats of the United States are now calling for action. The Democrats have created a resolution, 
wherein women are being articulated as particularly vulnerable and therefore in need of special 
attention in poly-making (Lee 2013). The reason being that the aftermaths of natural disasters, 
caused by climate change, may put women in more disadvantaged positions, than men – 
disadvantaged positions which easily lead women into prostitution. As a solution to the problem, 
the Democrats suggest implementing gender-based development programs in today’s development 
policy (Breyer 2013, Allen 2013). Such official discussions might create a general concern for 
women in relation to prostitution in post-disaster contexts and furthermore, a concern for the effects 
of gender-based development policy.  
 
1.1.The Articulated Consequences Of a Rise in Prostitution 
As presented above, a greater concern for women in post-disaster contexts is being problematized in 
the international development discourse. But with which arguments do the different actors in the 
international development sustain this coherence or change? Different scientific reports outline a 
wide range of possible reasons, and in the following, some of these aspects are being addressed. 
Firstly, some argue that the biological differences between men and women place women in more 
disadvantaged positions, because;”… men can be physiologically better equipped to withstand a 
disaster’s physical impact.” (Neumayera & Plümperb 2007: 6). This strengthens male’s possibility 
of surviving (Neumayera & Plümperb 2007: 6). However, bringing attention to large-scale gender 
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differences, biological factors, role behaviour and social norms can only explain some of the 
coherence. In several cases, the lack of economic resources generates motive for women to 
prostitute themselves in order to survive. This was precisely the case for an increasing number of 
young women in Haiti due to the devastating earthquake in 2010 (Armstrong 2010), and especially 
unmarried mothers turn to prostitution to secure their family’s needs (Tichagwa 1994: 23). Some 
even argue that, “As a result of the crisis, young women will be married of and even forced into 
prostitution in order to earn money for the family.” (Iskandar 1998: 1). It is further elaborated, that 
there is coherence between women with high socio-economic status and a higher survival rate. They 
argue that women with “higher level of women’s socio-economic rights” (Neumayera & Plümperb 
2007: 24), are more likely to survive disasters. This leads to the conclusion that nature does not 
completely determine the impact of natural disasters. Rather, the impact is influenced by both “… 
economic, cultural and social relations.” (Neumayera & Plümperb 2007: 2). 
As a clarification, the present project does not aim at detecting or demonstrating a rise in female 
prostitution as such. Rather, we argue that there has been a change in the way that women and 
prostitution are being articulated and problematized within the international development discourse. 
The change can be identified in the more prominent focus on women and prostitution in relations to 
post-disaster contexts. In this sense prostitution will serve as the case of study. 
In the above an outlining of the coherence in the articulated relation between women and 
prostitution, has been made. In the following paragraph, a clarification of why it is an important 
issue to address in development studies will be laid forward.  
 
1.2.Cultural Perspectives: Women and Prostitution In Focus 
We will here argue that the cultural perspectives; universalism, cultural relativism and cultural 
essentialism in combination with the critical discourse analysis, is relevant for the present study. 
The reason being, that they can provide an important insight into the specific ways of articulating 
women in relation to prostitution, alongside the social conditions, in post-disaster contexts within 
the international development discourse. Dimensions which affect the international development 
discourse, thus the actions being taken within the development field.   
We believe that an examination of cultural perspectives in the selected texts from the international 
development field may help to provide important insight in relation to ‘how the development 
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strategies of organizations and institutions are created’, or ‘in which way they are results of the 
different actions and interests of stakeholders and actors within the development field’. To specify, 
it is useful to examine the different actors view on gender according to development aid relief, in 
relation to analyze which groups that are perceived as the ones who need help, and on the contrary, 
which groups that are not perceived as in particularly need for development support. Therefore, we 
argue that such articulations are important and in need of further investigation. 
A clearer delimitation  
As stated throughout the problem field, the main focus of the present study is how women and 
prostitution, in relation to post-disaster contexts, are being problematized within the international 
development discourse. In the following, a brief delimitation of the present study will be made.  
 
We examine women in relation to prostitution in post-disaster context in the international 
development discourse, through the cultural perspectives; universalism, cultural relativism and 
cultural essentialism. 
 
The present study does not address male prostitution in connection to post-disaster contexts; rather, 
we solely focus on women – regardless of age. That is partly because the international discourse on 
present topic is mostly addressing female prostitution and also due to the fact that 80 % of the 
people who prostitutes themselves are females (Lombard 2012: 1). Furthermore, the study will not 
include sex-trafficking or forced child prostitution.  
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2.0. Problem Formulation 
 
In which way is prostitution in post natural disaster contexts being 
problematized, and what understandings of gender support this view on women. 
 
Working Questions 
In order to address the problem formulation, we have produced three working questions; one for the 
chapter which outlines the chosen theory, another one for the methodological chapter and finally a 
question for the analysis.  
Working question for theory:   
What understandings of gender are being expressed within the three cultural perspectives?  
Working question for methodology:  
How can a ‘multi-perspective’ methodological approach contribute to investigating the international 
development discourses in relation to the specific gender views accordingly to the cultural 
perspective?  
Working question for the analysis:  
What understandings of gender are being expressed in relation to the problem of the raise in 
prostitution after natural disasters?  
 
3.0.Clarification of Prostitution and Post-Disaster Context 
Prostitution 
In the Oxford Dictionary prostitution is defined as”… the practice or occupation of engaging in 
sexual activity with someone for payment” (Oxford 2013: 1). In the present study, we define 
prostitution according to this definition, but we furthermore extend the definition of prostitution as 
‘sex work’, ‘transactional sex, or as characterized in the DEC report “… exchanging sex for food…” 
(DEC report 2011: 20).  
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Post-disaster context 
We define post-disaster context, as the context of the aftermath in a country where a natural disaster 
has occurred. We do not address why natural disasters occur, whether they are manmade, natural, 
climate change etc. Rather, we examine how women and prostitution in disaster areas are being 
addressed and percived by different actors within the international development discourse.  
 
In the coming chapter, the theoretical framework of the present study will be laid forward. The 
theoretical framework will be constituted by the cultural perspectives; universalism, cultural 
relativism and cultural essentialism. They will are be addressed according to their specific views on 
gender.  
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4.0.Gender in Development: Universalism or Cultural Relativism? 
When examining how prostitution after natural disasters is being problematized in the international 
development field, the question about views on gender in post-disaster contexts, arises. Therefore 
we ask what understandings of gender are being expressed within the three cultural 
perspectives. 
 
4.1.The Importance of Human Rights  
Despite the fact that there is an arising questioning of the applicability of the human rights on a 
global level, we argue for the importance of including the approach into the study, because human 
rights prominently has influenced both cultural and development thinking since the 80s (Schech & 
Haggis 2000: 154).  
 
“The reason why human rights had such rhetorical prominence in recent years are linked 
to the impact of social movements, such as postcolonial struggles and the women's 
movement ... and an increasingly vocal intellectual and political critique of the 
discursive dominance of Western knowledge.” (Schech & Haggis 2000: 188). 
 
This shows a concern for the Europeanized or Westernized vision of how people around the world 
can adapt to the same universal rules of humans rights. To look at human rights in a gender 
perspective, an introduction to universalism, cultural relativism and cultural essentialism, will be 
carried out in this chapter. The main goal is to show the opposing aspects that universalism, cultural 
relativism and cultural essentialism provide to the gender perspective. 
From a universalistic gender point of view, women in the global south countries are submissive to 
the power of men. No Western societies are seen upon as; women working at home, and men being 
the breadwinner (Schech & Haggis 2000: 91,109-110). Our assumption is that this viewpoint on 
non-Western women is the most prominent one in the international development discourse. 
Therefore, we find universalism important to address in the discussion of the different gender 
approaches, as well as in the analysis of the international development discourses in relation to 
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prostitution in post-disaster contexts. The cultural relativist gender view will also be part of the 
discussion in relation to the diverse gender views appearing in the international development 
discourse expressing the need to help women. Furthermore, the cultural essentialist gender view is 
explored, even though our assumption is that it is not very prominent in the international 
development discourse. The overall aim is to examine the way in which the need to help women, in 
relation to prostitution in post-disaster contexts, is being expressed. 
A brief introduction to universalism, cultural relativism and cultural relativism will be laid out 
before a discussion between the three views in relation to human rights and gender will be 
addressed. 
 
4.2.Different Understandings of Culture, Human Rights and Gender 
Universalism is the perspective that lies closest to the human rights discourse as; universalists 
believe that because of the European Enlightenment age, the West is in a position where “their” 
view on human beings is more advanced. Therefore, people representing the Western world allow 
themselves to determine or decide, which values that are to be followed, meaning; what is right and 
what is wrong, not only in a local setting but also at the global level. Universalists believe that 
despite people’s cultural background, they fundamentally have the same needs. They have faith in 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights because they believe that it includes all people, in a way 
where every human being is equal and therefore should be treated equally. In addition, the main 
reason as to why the human rights were written according to European liberalism, is that Europe 
were the first to be modernized (Schech & Haggis 2000: 171). Thereby, Universalists believe that, 
as each society develop and modernize, they automatically adapt to or progress towards a more 
Western human rights world view.  
To comprehend the universalistic idea of everyone being the same, whereby they can be perceived 
and understood in the same way, cultural relativists “... argue that the solution is to respect each 
other's differences in a plurality of identity politics.” (Schech & Haggis 2000: 110). In this sense, 
each culture should be respected for its unique characteristic. That all cultural differences; the 
specific conditions of the particular countries or the specific culture, should be taken into account. 
Therefore, cultural relativists believe that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is non-
universal, due to the fact that societies and people's view on cultures, ideologies, social relations, 
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policies and notions of freedom can be radically different depending on once background. The 
world is composed of a lot of unique cultures, which are radically different from the others (Schech 
& Haggis 2000: 171-73). This cultural relativist view, on the standards of human rights, is more 
difficult to apply as equal standards all over the world, because every culture has their own 
traditions and cultural fundamentals.   
Cultural essentialists divides Western cultures and third-world cultures in each their own wide-apart 
category (Narayan 1998: 96), believing that each culture has its own essence that should be 
respected. This can sometimes lead to the following notion of “... fundamentalists as “defenders of 
national culture and traditions”” (Narayan 1998: 96), which makes it difficult to have any opinion 
about specific human rights on other cultures. Cultural essentialists oppose to the statement that the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights as something applicable to all people, as they perceive the 
human rights as “... a “Western concept” whose extension to Third World contexts constitute an 
illegitimate “imposition of Western values.” (Narayan 1998: 97).  
The perspectives of both the universalists and the cultural relativists seems radical and limited 
regarding women’s rights. The universalist understanding of women from non-Western cultures is 
that they are suppressed and not free. Therefore, these women should be helped in achieving their 
independence and human rights. On the contrary from universalist, the cultural relativist standpoint 
claims that each culture should be respected, which means that everything can be excused as a 
cultural behaviour and therefore no interference in women's conditions can be done (Schech & 
Haggis 2000: 188).  Despite their differences, there are elements within both views which are useful 
for women and: 
 
“One possibility in overcoming this impasse is to recognize the constructedness of 
culture, and to pay more attention to how the universal principles are understood and 
interpreted in local contexts.” (Schech & Haggis 2000: 188).  
 
As suggested in this quotation, the solution might be to understand how the human rights, or 
universal standpoints, are understood at the local level, as well as understanding that cultures are 
constructed.  
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Critics of universalism indicate that European culture perceives itself as superior, as representing 
the quality of the universal reason, and therefore has the right to have “…a universal civilizing 
function…” (Schech & Haggis 2000: 173). Universalists perceive resilience towards other cultures, 
as a battle between universality and particularisms, rather than a fight about differences of opinion 
towards identities and cultures. Though, focusing on the battle between universality and 
particularisms can entail less notice of the latter issues of identity and culture. Essentially the critics 
fear that this might lead to inequality between culture, class, race, and gender, because the specific 
local culture is not regarded to the same extend e.g. in development, as the overall civilizing 
universalism. Other critics argue that rejecting human rights is not the right solution. Instead the 
European universalistic view should be identified as a starting point and thereafter adjusted to an 
all-embracing world view (universalism) (Schech & Haggis 2000: 173). To sum up, the universalist 
standpoint is mainly criticized for being obsolete, old fashioned and therefore not convenient or 
useful in the multicultural world that we live in. Moreover, for human rights to be applicable to all 
cultural societies, human rights should reflect the ideas and values of both non-Western, non Judeo-
Cristian cultures as well as Western cultures. On the contrary, cultural relativists are being criticized 
for not daring to prioritize one culture over another. Seeing all cultures as equal, can create a 
situation where they cannot afford to judge gender inequality, nor patriarchal power in any moral or 
political way (Schech & Haggis 2000: 110). Critics of cultural relativists also emphasize the 
ignorance of the differences and specifics of women within the same culture in relation to e.g. 
gender, religion or ethnicity (Schech & Haggis 2000: 110). The gender view amongst cultural 
relativists is that women's rights should be understood according to the society and culture, which 
they are a part of. Furthermore, they believe that the deeply imprinted universal standards of human 
rights in development, is not suitable or useful for all women.  
The critics of cultural relativism and their gender view arise from feminist orientations, who believe 
that on “... local, governmental, and international level ...women's human rights ... [should]... be 
recognized as prevailing over the rights of communities to practice their culture.” (Schech & 
Haggis 2000: 176). So these feminists lobby for a uniform and somehow universalistic 
interpretation of women's humans rights, where all women are treated equally despite of their 
cultural background or native origin. Perceiving gender according to a universalistic perspective is 
roughly the same as placing women's rights over cultural rights, as expressed in the International 
Guideline for Women's Policies, written at the Beijing Declaration and Platform for action in 1995; 
“Any harmful aspect of certain traditional, customary practices that violates the rights of women 
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should be prohibited and eliminated” (Schech & Haggis 2000: 177). Therefore, the universalistic 
position is afraid that a right to defend actions in relation to cultural specifics can essentially harm 
women's human rights. On the opposite, critics of universalism points out that;  
 
“… many human-right based interventions into cultural practices affecting Third World 
women smack of colonialism, and reflect a Western lack of understanding for non -
Western cultures and femininities.” (Schech & Haggis 2000: 172). 
 
The general critique of ignoring values that are non-Western is reflected in the gender aspect. 
Women that have other codes of behaviour than the liberal Western values stated in the universal 
human rights are seen as weak women in need of help; to become free and independent from male 
dominance. On the other hand critiques of cultural relativism points out that the problem with the 
relativist view on culture and identities is that culture becomes something static and autonomous 
that cannot be changed (Schech & Haggis 2000: 110). This can become a problem, as the argument 
of cultural respect and preservation, can lead to negligence of women's rights in the favour of 
patriarchal or conservative fundamentalist culture (Schech & Haggis 2000: 110).  
It can also lead to a stereotyping of feminism as only Westernized, and therefore exclude Third 
World women, who can be seen as cultural traitors if they support feminism (Schech & Haggis 
2000: 111). However, this kind of view seems to relate more to cultural essentialism, as seen in this 
quotation, where ”... essentialist notions of culture … represent Third World feminists as cultural 
traitors corrupted by the seduction of “Western values.”” (Narayan 1998: 96). The reason being, 
that essentialists regard Western culture and Third World cultures as opposite, instead of cultures 
being able can work together and benefit from each other. Another example of cultural relativism 
flirting with cultural essentialism is when some relativists “... argue that current human rights 
norms possess a distinctively “Western” or “judeo-Christian” bias, and hence, are an “ethno-
centric” construct with limited applicability.” (Schech & Haggis 2000: 171-72). The quote states, 
how cultures, which do not have a Judeo-Christian culture, are more likely to have difficulties 
adapting to the standards of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights than Western cultures 
which have a long tradition of Christian values. The point stated here are some relativists that are 
not consistent enough. The relativistic mind-set sees cultures as static, enclosed, and unique units. 
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However, when the relativists recognize that there are specific cultures, they may risk progressing 
towards a cultural essentialist point of view. Especially if relativists begin to develop "categories", 
such as Western cultures versus non-Western cultures, and thereby initiating segmentation of 
different cultures. For example, that the Western culture attributes its values on the non-Western 
culture. Focusing on the question according to the statement, that human rights are Westernized, 
which cultural essentialists believes, some: 
 
“... argue that doctrines of equality and rights, rather than being pure “products of 
Western imperialism” were often important products of such struggles against Western 
imperialism.” (Narayan 1998: 97). 
 
Here we see a new and interesting point of view: Human rights standards are maybe partly a 
product of a fight against Western imperialism.     
Talking about cultural essentialists; feminists have been working for decades to include women's 
ethnicity and culture in the broader picture when talking about them (Narayan 1998: 86). 
 
”The feminist critique of gender essentialism does not merely charge that essentialist 
claims about “women” are overgeneralizations, but points out that these generalizations 
are hegemonic in that they represent the problems of privileged women (most often 
white, Western, middle-class, heterosexual women) as paradigmatic “women’s issues.”” 
(Narayan 1998: 86).  
 
When making this kind of generalization about women, their problems about ethnicity, class or race 
is easily forgotten or put aside (Narayan 1998: 86). It is often poor working conditions and poverty 
which are women's biggest problems in third world countries, thus emphasizing on whether they 
live in homes which are man-dominated or not, is not as important to them (Narayan 1998: 87). By 
stressing the differences between cultures and women, it eventually becomes more focused of the 
differences instead of what women actually have in common (Narayan 1998: 88). 
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In Third World countries it is often the poorest and least-favoured women, that gets international 
attention and on that basis generalizations about women in these countries are being made – which 
undeniably contributes to even greater imbalance. In contrast, it is almost never the most 
disadvantaged women in Western societies, which are used as basis for generalizations (Narayan 
1998: 90). 
The cultural relativist view has been strengthened in development over the last two decades, also in 
relation to governmental work. Not meaning that women's human rights are being totally excluded 
from development work, rather, that some elements from the human rights are being accepted, 
while other aspects are not (Schech & Haggis 2000: 172,76). Some of the anthropological field 
research has had a tradition of sustaining cultural relativism, and has been among the first to call 
attention to the Universal Deceleration of Human Rights – declaring that one culture cannot set the 
standards for the general human rights. This cultural relativistic understanding of cultures as 
consistent and uniform has gradually disappeared from anthropology (Schech & Haggis 2000: 173). 
Critics of cultural relativism claim that they have an incoherent perspective of the world, refusing to 
admit the existence of a universal rational of social life (Schech & Haggis 2000: 172), and 
furthermore that “... cultures are something made rather than found” (Schech & Haggis 2000: 174). 
In this sense, culture is perceived as something constructed, which creates a constant struggle in 
every society – a struggle about what culture is. Tradition changes over time hence should not be 
regarded as a definitive and everlasting truth. Perceiving the world as such, makes it difficult to 
come together to form common human rights, which can be applied to women internationally. 
Applying Cultural Perspectives in the Study   
The above mentioned cultural perspectives will be applied in the analysis to identify the different 
gender views within the selected texts in order to investigate how women are being articulated and 
thereby perceived in relation to prostitution. An elaboration can be found in Chapter 7.1. 
 
5.0.Social Constructionism  
The theory of science foundation in the present study is social constructionism, which consists of a 
number of theories of culture and society, including discourse analysis (Jørgensen & Phillips 
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1999:13)1.   
The overarching philosophical assumption, which is the basis of most discourse analytical 
approaches, includes four elements. Firstly, social constructionism is critical toward obvious 
knowledge – it simple does not exist. The knowledge that human beings possess, their view of the 
wold, is only available to them through specific categories, which they themselves construct. 
Secondly, human beings approach to knowledge about the world is always “… historically, 
culturally specific and contingent” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 14)2, which means that their view 
on world could have differed from the one that they possess. It can be characterized as an anti-
essentialist, as the social world is constructed socially and discursively, which means that its 
character is not determined by external factors. Discursive action is a social action, which help 
maintain social patterns. Thirdly, the social constructionism examines the relation between social 
processes and knowledge; human beings knowledge of the world is “… created and maintained 
through social processes.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 14)3. Human beings fight for what is false 
and true, and they build up common truths. Fourth and finally, human beings different ways of 
perceiving the world implies different ways of acting, because some perceptions become true and 
other false or unthinkable. Therefore, the social constructions of truth and knowledge produce real 
social consequences (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 14).  
As will be presented later on, we apply Norman Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis, which has 
its basis in structuralism and post structuralism language theory (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 15). 
Fairclough believes that the discourse takes part in creating the social world, but that it is only one 
of other aspects of social practice (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 15). 
 
  
                                                 
1
 Please notice, that whenever Jørgensen and Phillips will be quoted, we have made the translation ourselves. Therefore, 
whenever we quote them we will provide the original Danish text in a footnote.  
2
 ”… historisk og kulturelt specifikke og kontingente…” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 14). 
3
 ”… skabes og opretholdes i sociale processer.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 14). 
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6.0.A ‘Multi-Perspective’ Approach: Discourse, Case and Theory  
The following chapter will lay forward an explanation of how the multi-perspective 
methodological approach can contribute to investigating the international development 
discourses in relation to women and prostitution in post-disaster contexts.  A brief clarification 
will be presented below regarding the three elements, including each of their contributions to the 
‘multi-perspective’ approach, alongside a demonstration of how they will be applied in the study. 
 
6.1.A ‘Multi-Perspective’ Foundation  
In trying to create a ‘multi-perspective’ methodological approach, a clear “translation” of the way in 
which the different methodological contributions interact together in order to successfully achieve 
such combination, must be transparent and clear (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 154). Such 
“translation” will be implemented in the following chapter. However, just as a clarification, the 
critical discourse analysis (CDA) will be applied in the present study – as part of the ‘multi-
perspective’ approach. The CDA will thereby interact together with other qualitative methods such 
as a case study and two theoretical perspectives. Prostitution in post-disaster contexts will serve as 
the case of study and the chosen theoretical perspectives is that of gender through the human rights 
perspectives. The following paragraphs will therefore present a more explicit in depth explanation 
of all three aspects, to demonstrate how the three aspects will interact together in creating the 
chosen ‘multi-perspective’ approach, starting with (a) the case study, (b) the two theoretical 
contributions, and finally (c) the CDA.  
 
6.2.The Case of Study: Woman and Prostitution 
Within the present study we limit our research focus to only include a single case study (de Vaus 
2009: 226).The chosen case of study is: Women and prostitution in post-disaster contexts, and as a 
case, it will serve as the object of study (de Vaus 2009: 220). A case study is linked to the 
theoretical framework of an analysis, meaning that it must be guided by theory (ibid.). Therefore the 
selected texts (The DEC report, the ICRC report and the Democratic Resolution) for the present 
study, has been chosen accordingly to the cultural perspectives in relation to women and 
prostitution in post-disaster contexts. More specifically, the gender perspectives will guide the CDA 
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in examining the above mentioned texts being applied in the study (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 
154). 
 
6.3.The Methodological Contributions of the Cultural Perspectives  
According to Fairclough, the study of social practise requires a methodological supplement to the 
discourse analysis in order to examine both the discursive and non-discursive aspects (Jørgensen & 
Phillips 1999: 82). The solution is to incorporate cultural or sociological theories and thereby make 
a combined analysis of discourse analyse and a theoretical framework (Ibid.). In order to examine 
the social practise we have applied gender views seen through the human rights theories, or rather 
perspectives, perspectives. Since the discursive practises are an embedded part of the social 
practises, the cultural perspectives and concepts are easily applied to the analysis (Ibid: 154). 
Therefore, we argue that the chosen cultural contributions harmonize with the philosophical offset, 
which is social constructionist approach.  
 
6.4.Discourse Analysis as a Contemporary Development Method  
Before outlining CDA, a short overall presentation of discourse analysis as a social science research 
method must be elaborated.   
In more recent studies of development a different methodological trend has emerged. The tendency 
reveals a steady progression from disciplinary studies towards multi- and interdisciplinary studies.  
Such a deferring trend requires different ways of practising the study of development and in general 
this has generated “… demands [for] a multidimensional, holistic approach…” (Pieterse 2010: 14). 
Discourse analysis (DA) is one of the emerging trends within development studies (Ibid.) and 
commonly, DA covers “… a range of interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary approaches …” 
(Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 94). In addition: 
 
                                                 
4
 “… en række tværfaglige og multidisciplinære tilgange …” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 9).  
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“The methodological gain of is to add a level of reflexivity, theoretical refinement and 
sophistication to development studies, and thus to open up the politics of development 
to a more profound engagement.” (Pieterse 2010: 14-15).  
 
DA characterises development as a discourse rather than simply an ideology, policy or theory (Ibid: 
14) and thereby offers a methodological approach which incorporate a merely holistic perspective.  
On the basis of the above mentioned we argue that applying DA as part of the multi-perspective 
methodological approach can be justified. The reason why DA only partly constitutes the 
methodological approach is due to its limitation or weakness in relation to: 
 
“… discursivism, that is, reading too much into texts, or textualism, and overrating the 
importance of discourse analysis, as if by rearranging texts one changes power 
relations.” (Ibid: 15).  
 
In addition, we find it necessary to take into account a more complex presentation of the problem, 
which can be achieved through the ‘multi-perspective’ approach by incorporating e.g. a 
supplementing theoretical foundation (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 154).  
 
6.5.Defining Discourse as a “Packet Solution”  
As previously mentioned, the term ‘discourse’ refers to a certain perception of the world and 
moreover, a particular way of speaking of the world. The subsequent description is based on this, 
rather broad definition.   
The challenge in understanding what a DA is and how to apply it, as either a method or theory, is to 
consider it as being both multi- and interdisciplinary at the same. According to Jørgensen and 
Phillips, DA has to be seen as a ‘packet solution’. The ‘packet solution’ is defined by the premise 
that discourse analysis, “… is not just a method of data analysis, but a theoretical and 
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methodological whole – a packet solution.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 125.) Therefore, an 
acceptance of the fundamental premises of discourse analysis is necessary to be able to apply DA in 
the present study. However, this implies some restrictions as to which methodological and 
theoretical framework that can be included in the study.  Also, using a multi-perspective approach 
within DA often creates problems in combining the different elements, because of conflicting 
philosophical offsets among them (Ibid: 12,154). Nevertheless, we accept these overall premises of 
DA. This entails the acceptance of the overall philosophical offset, the underlying epistemology and 
ontology of DA, according to the following three parameters. An understanding of firstly, how the 
language affects “… the social construction of the world …” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 126) 
secondly, how the theories applied in the study contribute to a coherent framework, and finally 
which methodological tools being used to constitute the study (Ibid: 12,152). In relation to the 
offset of the present study, the essential premise of the language is that the language itself can 
change a discourse and thus the cultural and the social world (Ibid: 15-16). In this sense, it is 
presumable that the combination of diverse languages in the international development discourse of 
women and prostitution will affect or change the social and cultural world. In addition, the cultural 
perspectives being used in the study has been chosen accordingly to the philosophical premise of 
social constructionism, to constitute a specific framework for the study (Ibid: 154). Last but not 
least, the methodological approach is combined only by a qualitative case study, which supplements 
the DA rather than stride against it (Ibid.). 
One thing is accepting the overall premises of DA but it is important to select the type of DA, which 
methodological tools that are best suited for investigating the present study. In general there is no 
established procedure for practicing either qualitative research or discourse analysis. A specific case 
design and methodological approach much be evolved to each specific study (Jørgensen & Phillips 
1999: 88). As presented earlier, the critical discourse analysis CDA has been chosen as part of the 
multi-perspective approach. In the following paragraph its contributions will be explained. 
 
                                                 
5
 ”… er ikke bare metoder til dataanalyse, men et  teoretisk og metodisk hele – en pakkeløsning.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 
1999: 12) 
6
 “… sprogets rolle i den sociale konstruktion af verden …” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 12) 
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6.6.Critical Discourse Analysis – A Selection of Suitable Components   
Do to the previous statement that discourse analysis in general is to be seen as a packet solution, 
where the methodological and theoretical framework cannot be understood as separate parts in a 
study; both aspects will be incorporated in the current paragraph. Also, a brief outline of the 
fundamental premises of practising CDA will be employed to clarify its relevance of use.   
 
6.6.1.Norman Fairclough: The Chosen Offset  
The present study’s offset in CDA, regarding both the methodological considerations and the 
theoretical baseline, takes its origin in the linguistic philosopher Norman Fairclough. Considering 
the several contributions within discourse analysis, we limit our study to only include the CDA of 
Fairclough. Several discourse analyses either draws on, relates to or critiques Michael Foucault’s 
discourse analysis (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 21). However, his understanding of discourses, 
which is that only one discourse – one (ruling) set of ideas, exist in one historical epoch, does not 
correspond with the belief of the present study. Rather it is acknowledged that multiple conflicting 
discourses exists alongside one another (Ibid: 22), as it is seen as in the case of Fairclough. The 
delimitation also includes that of ‘discourse theory’ presented by Ernesto Laclau and Chantal 
Mouffe, which is due to their fundamental view of discourse. In contrast to Fairclough, they do not 
believe in the “Distinction between ‘discursive’ and ‘non-discursive …” (Antoft et al. 2007: 170). 
In their opinion everything that is ‘non-discursive’ is influenced by and analysed according to the 
discursive (Ibid.). In Fairclough’s optic such a distinction between the discursive and the non-
discursive is being made and there are other aspects of social practise than discourse (Jørgensen & 
Phillips 1999: 15). This explicit optic is regarded as important in the present study because it is 
argued how other social structures and processes also contribute in creating the social world, apart 
from the discourse itself (Ibid.). Fairclough’s CDA is fundamentally an examination of change 
(Ibid: 15-16), which is the core goal of the present study; to investigate the deferring discourses in 
the international development and their ability to create change within the specific discourse as well 
as in the cultural and social world. Therefore, the approach referred to as ‘discourse psychology’, 
will not be applied in the present study. In this case, discourse psychology includes a merely 
individual perspective, whereas the CDA focuses on the “lager scale” discourses (Ibid: 16). Last but 
not least, Fairclough has been chosen amongst other critical discourse analysts because of his 
perception of the relation between discourse practises and the social structures of society. In 
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contrary to other critical discourse analysts, he determines the relation as variant over time and as 
very complex, rather than stable (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 78). 
 
6.6.2.The Premises of Critical Discourse Analysis  
Within CDA certain premises are determined and these are very important to include in ones mind-
set when practising CDA. Therefore, the following three elements will serve as examples of the 
most fundamental ones; the very nature of discourse, the language, and the embedded element of 
power.  
Firstly, One of the most essential factors is how discourse both “… constitutes the social world and 
is constituted by other social practices …” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 747). In this sense 
constitution refers to the ‘discourse practices’, from which ideas emerge and are interpreted (Ibid: 
73), and through which  discourse influences – produces and reproduces, the structures and 
processes of the social world including power relations, an in exchange is affected by them (Ibid: 
74,77). Furthermore, part of the discourse practices which affect the discourse is not influenced by 
the discourse itself, which explains why discourse not only constitutes the structures and processes 
of the social world but in addition, is being constituted by other forces within society (Ibid: 74,77). 
Essentially, discourse analysis offers a ‘linguistic turn’ to the study field of development (Pieterse 
2010: 14), which leads to the second elementary premise, the language. The language is vital to 
CDA and is characterised as: 
 
“… both a form of act (Austin 1962), whereby people can influence the world, and a 
form of act which is socially and historically placed and [it] stands in a dialectic relation 
to other aspects of the social.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 748).  
 
In contrast to other discourse approaches, linguistic analysis of both pictures, the written and the 
spoken language are being employed (Ibid: 75). Moreover, CDA offers a detailed analysis of texts 
                                                 
7
 ”… konstituerer den social verden og konstitueres af andre sociale praksisser...” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999:74) 
8
 ”… både  en form for handling (Austin 1962), hvorved folk kan påvirke verden, og en form for handling, som er 
socialt og historisk placeret og står i et dialektisk forhold til andre aspekter af det sociale.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 
1999:74) 
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through which certain discourse processes can be identified (Ibid: 78). However, CDA endeavours 
to combine the analysis of the linguistic with the broader structures and processes of the social 
world. The common opinion is that discourses not merely upholds unequal social structures in 
society but also creates them. The main focus lies within the unequal ‘power relation’ in the 
discourse (Ibid: 75). Fairclough defines CDA as:  
 
” (…) the often opaque course and determination relations between (a) discourse 
practises, occurrences and texts, and (b) broader social and cultural structures, relations 
and processes, […] how such practises, occurrences and texts appear and is ideological 
formed by power relations and fights over power, [… and] how the opaque in these 
relations between discourse and society itself is a factor, which secures power and 
hegemony. (Fairclough 1993: 135; reprinted in Fairclough 1995a: 132f.)” (Jørgensen & 
Phillips 1999:759). 
 
According to this quote, the critical approach takes its origin in its eager to unveil the unequal 
power relations within the discourse practises. This links to the understanding of CDA as a political 
engaged practise, which furthermore aims to erase the unequal power relations with society and in 
the linguistic articulations (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 75-76). 
But how is it possible to apply such ideas? In choosing Fairclough, one is offered both a theoretical 
and methodological framework with helpful methodological tools and solid theoretical concepts 
(Antoft et al. 2007:174-175). However, it is important to clarify that only certain elements of 
Fairclought’s analytical and methodological contributions will be incorporated in the present study; 
including his three-dimensional model, along with its related key concepts, as well as intertextuality 
and interdiscursivity. 
                                                 
9
 ”… de ofte uigennemsigtige årsags - og determinansforhold mellem (a) diskursive praksisser, begivenheder og tekster, 
og (b) bredere sociale og kulturelle strukturer, relationer og processer, […] hvordan såd anne praksisser, begivenheder 
og tekster fremkommer og er ideologisk formet af magtrelationer og kampe om magt, [… og] hvordan 
uigennemsigtigheder i disse relationer mellem diskurs og samfund selv er en faktor, der sikrer magt og hegemoni. 
(Fairclough 1993: 135;genoptrykt i Fairclough 1995a:132f.)”(Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 75). 
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6.6.3.Analysing Discourse – Texts, Social Practise and Interpretation  
To sum up, the critical analysis focuses on three specific perspectives which are; linguistic text 
analysis, analysis of social practise and interpretative sociological analysis (Jørgensen & Phillips 
1999: 78). The latter two are used to connect the linguistic findings of the discourse processes with 
the social and cultural structures that is, how “… social practises are formed by social structures 
and power relations and that people often are not aware about these processes …” (Jørgensen & 
Phillips 1999: 7810) and furthermore the interpretative perspective to clarify “… the understanding 
of how people actively create a regular world in every day practises” (Jørgensen & Phillips 
1999:78)11. Essentially, he believes that CDA is an important form of practise and moreover that 
discourse constitutes and is constituted, variant over time and complex. These reflections lead to 
some of his key concepts used to make his CDA, which we will outline in the coming paragraph. 
Bear in mind that these concepts will be applied in the final analysis.  
 
6.6.4.Key Concepts Used In the Analysis  
A discourse only contains linguistic features and it constitutes knowledge – and meaning systems 
along with both social relations and identities (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 79). It requires focus on 
two particular perspectives when making a CDA: On the one hand the communicative event and on 
the other hand the order of discourse (Ibid: 79-80).  
The communicative event refers to the item of analysis such as a newspaper, an interview or a 
movie. The communicative event is constituted by three fundamental dimensions which means that 
it is both a text, a discursive practise, and a social practise (Ibid: 80). To clarify, the communicative 
event can be (a) a scientific article on the increase of prostitution in disaster areas (a text). At the 
same time (b) it also creates and interprets the elements within the texts, such as the written 
scientific arguments of why there is a rise in prostitution in disaster areas (a discursive practise). 
Finally (c), it can be seen as a practise that is both socially constructed and also reproduces the 
construction itself a social practise (Jørgensen & Phillips (1999: 98).  
                                                 
10
 … sociale praksisser formes af sociale struturer og magtrelationer, og at folk ofte ikke er bevidste om disse 
processer.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 78). 
11
 ”… sociale praksisser formes af sociale strukturer og magtrelationer, og at folk ofte ikke er bevidste om disse 
processer …” og derudover for at afklare ”… hvordan folk aktivt skaber en regelbunden verdens i hverdagspraksisser” 
(Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 78).  
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In relation to the order of discourse, it is defined as the amount of different types of discourses 
observed within a social domain or institution (Ibid: 79-80), for example the discourse order of 
international development. To elaborate, the different types of discourses are characterised by both 
discourses and genre. The genre is defined as a parlance “… which is linked to and constitutes a 
part of a specific social practise as e.g. an interview genre…” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 8012.) 
The order of discourse can be understood as a system, but also as a form of practise due to its ability 
to both change the parlance and also to be change by it (Ibid: 83). As mentioned earlier, the act of 
both writing and speaking is created and interpreted through the discursive practises. A discursive 
practise, within the order of the international development discourse, can be the written material or 
a speech of for example communication employees, scientific experts or politicians (Ibid). In 
addition, “In every discursive practise – i.e. in production [creation] and consumption 
[interpretation] of writing and speaking – the types of discourses (discourses and genre) are used 
in specific ways” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 8013).  
Two additionally important aspects to the CDA are the concepts of intertextuality and 
interdiscursivity. Interdiscursivity is an expression for the “The articulation of different discourses 
within and across the boundaries of different orders of discourse …” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 
8414). The boundaries, within and between the orders of discourse, change when new forms of 
articulation are created. The way in which discourses come together to form an order of discourse 
can either be conventional, which means that it is the dominating order of discourse, or creative, 
which on the contrary indicates a new mix of discourses and furthermore change (Ibid: 84). An 
examination of the relation within and between orders of discourses can thereby determine change 
(Ibid.). Intertextuality defines the fact that all texts, all communicative events, are historically 
situated and thereby always draws on previous discourses. By drawing on previously written 
communicative events, new texts creates historical change, but due to power relations the range of 
the change is limited (by hegemony and ideology) (Ibid: 85).   
Both hegemony and ideology are interesting and important concept, but we limit our focus to 
Faircloughs’ understanding of ideology, because it especially can help us understand the power 
                                                 
12
 ”… som er forbundet med og konstituerer en del af en bestemt social praksis som fx en interviewgenre …” 
(Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 79) 
13
 ”I hver diskursiv praksis – dvs. i produktion og konsumption af tale og skrift – bruges diskurstyper (diskurser og 
genrer) på bestemte måder” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 80).  
14
 ”Artikuleringen af forskellige diskurser indenfor og på tværs af grænserne mellem forskellige diskursordner er et 
udtryk for’ interdiskursivitet.”  (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 84) 
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relation between the different discourses within the order of the international development 
discourse. Fundamentally, ideology is connected to power relations in society, which it both creates 
and reproduces, and in this sense ”… discourses can be more or less ideological and the ideological 
discourses is those which contributes to upholds and transform the power relations” (Jørgensen & 
Phillips 1999: 8615). By applying ideology as a concept it is possible to analyse the connection 
between discursive practise (the 2. dimension) and social practise (the 3. dimension). 
 
6.6.5.A Three – Dimensional Approach to Text Analysis  
A modified reconstruction of Fairclough’s three-dimensional model is introduced in order to 
simplify the following explanation of how CDA is to be addressed. Before moving on please note 
that the model itself is an ideal type (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 88), which means that the present 
study, might not strictly follow the presentation below.  
 
Figure 6.1.: A modified reconstruction of Fairclough’s three-dimensional model which will be used 
in the present study as a guideline for the methodological framework constituting the critical 
discourse analysis.   
                                                 
15
 … kan diskurser være mere eller mindre idelogiske, og de ideologiske diskurser er dem, der bidrager til at opretholde 
eller transformere magtrelationer.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 86) 
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According to Fairclough, a three – dimensional model must be applied to make a critical discourse 
analysis. As seen in Figure 6.1. this includes “1) the characteristics of the text (text); 2) production 
and consumption processes, which is linked to the texts (discursive practise); and 3) the broader 
social practise, which the communicative event is a part of (social practise)” (Jørgensen & Phillips 
1999: 80)16.  
When doing the analysis, it is essential to be aware of the fact that, even though the first two 
dimensions of the model will be analysed separately, they actually are one and the same, in the 
sense that analysing the characteristic of a text one simultaneously analysis the discursive practises 
(Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 81). When analysing the first dimension (the text) the formal linguistic 
parlance is in focus, which, among other elements, includes the vocabulary (Ibid: 82). The second 
dimension relates to two tings; first, how the writer aims to combine the existing genre and 
discourses in the making of a new text and secondly, how the audience uses “… previous 
discourses and genre in consuming and interpreting the [new] text.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 
8117). According to the third dimension, the discursive practises are the key element that combines 
or mediates the text to the social practise, and it is also only through the discourse practises that the 
social practise both constitutes the text and is constituted by it (Ibid: 82).  
When looking at Figure 6.1. above, one can say that the main goal is to define the link between the 
1. dimension (the parlance within a text) and the 3. dimension (the social practise) (Jørgensen & 
Phillips 1999: 82). To establish this link the 2. dimension comes into use, as  “The focus [one needs 
to have to establish the link] is on the discursive practises role in maintaining the social order and 
in social change.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 8218). This includes analysing the different 
communicative events, which all together constitutes the order of discourse (Ibid: 82). As 
previously mentioned, the communicative event both constitutes and is constituted by social 
practise, which determines the communicative event as a social practise that not only creates the 
order of discourse but also challenges it. 
 
                                                 
16
 ”1) tekstens egenskaber (tekst); 2) produktions- og konsumptionsprocesser, som er forbundet med teksten (diskursiv 
praksis); og 3) den bredere sociale praksis, som den kommunikative begivenhed er en del af (social praksis)” 
(Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 80).   
17
 ”… forhenværende diskurser og genre i konsumption og fortolkning af teksten.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 81) 
18
 ”Fokus er på de diskursive praksissers rolle i opretholdelsen af den sociale orden og i social forandring. ”  (Jørgensen 
& Phillips 1999: 82) 
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6.6.6.The Order of Discourse as the Overall Framework  
As you will see, the first element of the analysis, will address the distinguished order of discourse 
identified in the present study. By doing this, we use the examination of the order of discourse as an 
overall framework for the analysis, “under” which the separate parts will be investigated. We argue 
that this will create a more coherent progression of the present study.  
 
6.6.7.Applying and Analysing the 1.Dimension – Text Analysis  
The analysis of the 1.dimension will mainly focus on Fairclough’s understating of ‘high-level’ 
semantic relations but will also outline the co-occurrences of the concept of vulnerability.  
Firstly, we will outline the co-occurrences of the concept of vulnerability. In doing so, we identify 
the density of the occurrences within the three texts to clarify their use of the concept.  
Secondly and as the core goal of this dimension, we examine the semantic relations. There are 
different levels semantic relations, which are the more ‘local-level’ semantic relations and the more 
‘high-levels’ semantic relations (Fairclough 2003: 91). Semantic relations can be characterised as 
specific ‘meaning relations’, which can be detected within the texts (Ibid: 87). The ‘meaning 
relations’ can be detected within the sentences and clauses of the text, and in this case, it is 
important to notice, how the different genres applied in a text will determine the semantic relations 
(Ibid). In our study, we limit our focus to ‘high-level’ semantic relations, because they address the 
semantic relation of the whole texts, which we argue to be of importance. The two different ‘high-
level’ semantic relations we will address are; the ‘problem-solution’ meaning relation and the ‘goal-
achievement’ meaning relation (Ibid: 91). The former is a rather common example found within 
texts, where a problem is detected and a solution is provided. The latter is also important, and in this 
particular case, the text has a goal, whereby it provides a specific method in achieving the goal 
(Ibid.). The three texts will be identified in relation to one of these meaning relations.   
 
6.6.8.Applying and Analysing the 2.Dimension – Discursive Practises  
The key elements to focus on when analysing discursive practises are “… how the text is produced 
and how it is consumed” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 9319). There are many different ways of 
                                                 
19
 ”… hvordan teksten er produceret, og hvordan den konsumeres.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 93) 
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addressing this dimension, but we chose to apply a linguistic approach to our material of analysis, 
which includes the concept of interdiscursivity and intertextuality (Ibid: 93-94). This means to first 
determine which articulations, discourses, the material draws on with concrete examples 
(Fairclough 2008:141). A few examples of discourses could be a scientific discourse, a feminist 
discourse or a human rights discourse. Thereafter, determine the degree of intertextuality which is 
how the material draws on previously written material (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999:94). This could 
be to analyse which parlance is being used in the material, such as official or everyday writing, and 
from where they origin (Ibid: 142-143). In this sense, it is important to remember that a high degree 
of interdiscursivity equals change and a low degree of interdiscursivity equals reproduction of the 
dominant discourse (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 94).  
 
6.6.9.Applying and Analysing the 3.Dimension – Social Practise  
As previously mentioned, the 3.dimension (social practise) of Fairclough’s model is the element 
that combines the 1.dimension (text) and the 2.dimension (discursive practise) and places them in 
the “… broader social practise, which they are a part of.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 9820). In 
order to do so, an examination of the discursive practises and the order of discourse must be laid out 
(Ibid). Firstly, this involves investigating the discursive practises in relation to the discourses it 
influences, such as, how the discursive practises are produced and consumed. Secondly, the social 
matrix of the discourse has to be studied. The social matrix is applied to “… conceptualize an order 
of discourse.” (Antoft et al. 2007: 177). Fairclough ses discursive practises as hegemony fights 
wherein it “… reproduces and restructures exsisting orders of discourse.” (Antoft et al. 2007: 176). 
Altogether, one has to explore the (partly) non-discursive elements within the discourses. This 
includes both social and cultural relations, processes and structures which constitute the discursive 
practises (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 98). This is where the chosen theories of the present study are 
required/needed (Ibid.). 
When examining the discursive practises alongside with the chosen theories of gender and human 
rights, the analysis of ideology, consequences, and change takes form (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 
98). The main focus should be on the following questions:  
                                                 
20
 “… den bredere sociale praksis, de er en del af.” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 98) 
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“Do the discursive practises reproduce the order of discourse – and does it contribute to 
uphold status quo in the broader social practise? Or is the order of discourse being 
transformed so creation of change is created? What is the discursive practise’ 
ideological, political and social consequences? Do the discursive practises enhance or 
obscure some unequal power relations in society or challenge the power relations by 
presenting reality and the social relations in a new way?” (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 
9821).  
 
7.0.Introduction to the Item of Material Used In the Analysis  
In the following paragraph we briefly introduce the three selected texts which will constitute the 
foundation for our analysis. The presentation takes its offset in three main types of focus points or 
‘meanings’, which are; presentation, action and indication, which both can be analysed through 
small segments of a text or, in this case, in relation to the overall pattern of a text (Fairclough 2003: 
26-28). Presentation indicates how the main entities within the specific text are presented, whereas 
action referees to the social relationship, e.g. between the ‘speaker’ and the ‘reader’ of the text, and 
finally indication is related to the degree of the speakers own commitment to his/hers statements 
(Ibid: 27).  
The three texts has been chosen within the frame of the previously mentioned international 
development discourse and accordingly to the projects theoretical framework of gender views in 
relation to the human rights perspectives. Below, the three texts are presented:  
 
1. DEC report: Urban disasters – lessons from Haiti 
2. ICRC report: Guideline for assessment in emergencies March 2008  
3. Resolution from the Democrats in USA: Recognizing the disparate impact of climate change 
on women and the efforts of women globally to address climate change.  
 
                                                 
21
 “Reproducerer den diskursive praksis diskursordenen – og bidrager dermed til at opretholde status quo i den bredere 
social praksis? Eller transformeres diskursordenen, så der skabes social forandring? Hvad er den diskursive praksis´ 
ideologiske, politiske og sociale konsekvenser? Forstærker og tilslører den diskursive praksis nogle ulige magtforhold i 
samfundet, eller udfordrer den magtpositioner ved at fremstille virkeligheden og de sociale relationer?” (Jørgensen & 
Phillips 1999: 98) 
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Text one (DEC report): DEC report: Urban disasters – lessons from Haiti  
DEC stands for ‘Disaster Emergency Committee’, and it is (in their own words) a British umbrella 
organisation, which work together with and support 14 of the largest British humanitarian aid 
agencies in disaster emergencies (DEC 2013). The contribution of the present material has been 
limited to only including a small extract of the whole report. This is because; only a limited amount 
of space in the report addresses the topic in relation to women and prostitution in development 
work. Therefore, the abstract include an ‘informative box’ from page 20, which is labelled ‘Box 
three. Women, Children and Increased Vulnerability’.  
In short, the ‘action’ (the social relation between the author and the audience) can be argued as both 
an informative and advising relation between the two, in the sense that the author applies 
knowledge and judgements which the audience wants to elicit (Fairclough 2003:27). The extract of 
the DEC report presents how women and girls become increasingly vulnerable in post-disaster 
contexts in relation to e.g. harassment, robberies, sexual abuse and forced prostitution (DEC 2013). 
It is a critical notion on the NGO’s lack of focus on women and girls, and their vulnerability during 
the aftermath of natural disasters. Therefore, it can be viewed as a call for acting for prospective 
NGO and humanitarian work in post-disaster contexts. The format in which the extract is written 
indicates a somewhat ‘probable certain’ or medium engaged commitment to their statements 
(Fairclough 2003: 170). However it legitimises its statements with direct quotations, which are very 
‘certain’.   
Text two (ICRC report): ICRC report: Guideline for assessment in emergencies March 2008  
ICRC is short for ‘International Committee of The Red Cross’. ICRC is a neutral and independent 
organisation which aims to provide humanitarian aid worldwide for people in distress from armed 
conflicts or natural disasters (ICRC 2013). In the present study, we “only” use some parts of the 
report, which relates to women and prostitutions. Therefore, we include the following extracts of 
the report:  
- P.17-19: 3. Vulnerability and capacity framework   
- P.41-42: 6. During the Fieldwork visit 
- P.48-49: 6.3.2. Semi-structured interview  
- P.97-99: 9. Step 5 Calculate the effect of the shock/hazard  
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In relation to the ‘action’ of the text, it can be identified as both informative and educational, in the 
sense that the ICRC report provides informative and ‘scholarly’ like knowledge, which the audience 
can apply when evaluating emergencies. As indicated here, the text presents guideline and 
procedures for assessments of emergencies, which the audience easily can apply in the field. The 
indication of the text is that it builds on a rather extensive amount of assumptions, whereas we 
clarify it as being ‘probable certain’ or medium engaged with its own statements (Fairclough 2003: 
170).    
Text three (Resolution): Democratic resolution: Recognizing the disparate impact of climate 
change (2013) 
The text addressed here is a democratic resolution presented by the US Democrats on the 26.’Th of 
April 2013. The resolution was presented at the 113.Th Congress in 1.St Session, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce (Resolution 2013: IV). In contrast to the other 
included texts, we address the whole resolution, which means from p. IV(1)-6.  
According to the ‘action’ of the text, it is both very informative but it also applies a rather 
convincing tone. The content ‘presented’ focuses on the disparate need for women to be addressed 
and included within both development policy-processes and in development aid, because they are of 
greatest importance to their family and community in general, as well as in post-disaster contexts 
(Resolution 2013:1-6). Furthermore, the ‘indication’ in the text has a rather high degree of 
commitment to its statement, and therefore it has a rather high degree of engagement with its 
statements (Fairclough 2003: 170).   
 
7.1.Strategy For Analysis of the Texts – Structure and Focus  
The analysis will be separated in four main parts, which are the following:  
- ‘The Order of the International Development Discourse’ 
- ‘Meaning Relations: Women and Vulnerability’ 
- ‘A Linguistic Turn to Discourse Practises’  
- ‘Gender Views and Prostitution in Post-Disaster Contexts’ 
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The first part will entail an examination of the “chosen” order of discourse, which is perceived as 
the overall analytical framework of the present study. It will be argued which types of discourses 
that constitute the “chosen” order of discourse, why they are important to the order of discourse and 
how they have been delimitated.  
The second part takes it offset in the more formal linguistic analysis of the concept vulnerability in 
relation to women and prostitution, and furthermore it examines the ‘high-level’ semantic relations 
or meaning relations, which the different texts apply. The ‘high-level’ semantic relations examined 
in the analysis are the ‘problem-solution’ relation and the ‘goal-achievement’ relation.  
The third part contains an analysis of the discursive practises through the applied concepts of 
intertextuality and interdiscursivity. The former examines the “external” contributions (external 
texts which are being incorporated or referred to) of the texts and how they influence the texts. The 
latter investigates the different genres being used and the types of discourses being detected in the 
texts, and who they all interact together and shape “the outcome” of the texts.     
The fourth part examines the social practises through incorporating the chosen cultural perspectives 
of universalism, cultural relativism and cultural essentialism. It investigates the construction of 
gender views in the order of the international development discourse, and moreover which possible 
impacts the detected gender views might imply the perception of women and prostitution in post-
disaster contexts.  
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8.0.‘The Order of the International Development Discourse’ 
In the following, an examination and documentation of the “chosen” order of discourse will be 
presented. As a clarification, the particular order of discourse in the present analysis is defined as 
‘the order of the international development discourse’.  
 
8.1.Women and Human Rights as Part of The Order of Discourse 
A tendency within recent studies of contemporary development is that development is being 
understood as a discourse, rather than only an ideology or policy (Pieterse 2010: 14). The 
importance of studying discourses in development is that language is an essential “… part of social 
life, dialectically interconnected with other elements of social life” (Fairclough 2003: 2). In this 
acknowledgement, discourse analysis (in this case CDA), is both central and of most importance to 
social research studies (Ibid.).  
Within the ‘development-discourse’, gender is one of the more prominent subject addressed 
accordingly to both practise and discourse (Pieterse 2010: 15). The ‘gender-discourse’ was (also) 
previously linked to the political desire to incorporate women into “… the international 
development agenda” (Schech & Haggis 2000: 87). Due to criticism of a lack of attention on 
women and girls in the ‘international development-discourse’, a focus on women’s importance for 
upholding the social life arose (Ibid: 87). The term ‘gender’ has eventually become a buzzword in 
development, in which agencies, policy-makers, NGO’s etc. apply as an analytical tool in the 
‘international development-discourse’ (Cornwall 2007:474-475). However, the long-term use of the 
concept ‘gender’, has mainstreamed the meaning of it, to such an extent, that is has become difficult 
to define (Ibid.). The language being used in development is a powerful and influential tool (Ibid: 
472), especially because it constitutes knowledge and meanings systems, as well as the social and 
cultural world (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999:79). We argue that the long-term presence of the ‘gender-
discourse’ within the ‘international development-discourse’, can justify our incorporation of the 
‘gender-discourse’ as part of our “chosen” ‘international order of discourse’. In the present study, 
the ‘gender-discourse’ will be applied through the human rights perspectives in relation to a 
discussion about universalism, cultural relativism and cultural essentialism. In the case of human 
rights, the ‘human rights-discourse’ has influenced development since ‘The Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights’ was introduced in 1948 (Schech & Haggis 2000: 158-159). It is especially within 
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policy-making, in relation to e.g. South-North relations, that human rights, since the 1980s, have 
put their mark on the ‘international development-discourse’ (Ibid: 154). In relation to the previously 
stated in Chapter 4.1.,the rhetorical prominence of the ‘human rights-discourse’ is attributed to 
social moments, such as the women’s movement, “… and an increasingly vocal intellectual and 
political critique of the discursive dominance of Western knowledge” (Schech & Haggis 2000: 188). 
Women and girls are among the groups, which have been addressed in policy-making within the 
‘international development-discourse’. Particularly in contemporary development debates, the 
discussions on women in the ‘human rights-discourse’ have evolved around universalism and 
particularism in a cultural sense (ibid: 154-157). On the basis of the longstanding tradition of the 
‘human rights-discourse’ approach used within the ‘international development discourse’, we 
hereby argue the importance of incorporating this perspective into our delimitation of ‘the order of 
international development discourse’.  
 
8.2.Actors and Stakeholders as Part of The Order of Discourse  
Within development, there is a range of different stakeholders or actors, which each represent 
diverse degrees of power and influence (Pieterse 2010: 9-10). Some of the central actors can be 
identified as; Governments, UN agencies and NGO’s (Ibid: 10). The development stakeholders are 
of greatest importance, because they broadly shape the “… new concerns and priorities …” 
(Pieterse 2010:11) of development, in cases such as gender and diversity (Ibid: 11). Furthermore, 
they stress the combinations of e.g. humanitarian actors in emergency conflict prevention, to 
combine some of these new concerns and priorities (Ibid: 11). Alongside these three identified 
actors, there are other important stakeholders, such as The World Bank or MIF, which provide 
financial support and therefore exert influence in development (Ibid: 11). Even so, we limit our 
focus on the order of international development, to only include the three actors of Governments, 
UN agencies and NGO’s, which will be represented by: The Democrats of USA, UNISDR (United 
Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction) and DEC (Disaster Emergency committee) alongside 
British Red Cross. The reason for this limitation is due to the main research goal (Jørgensen & 
Phillips 1999: 149), which is to examine how women and prostitution in post-disaster contexts are 
being problematized. Delimitating the order of discourse according to the main research focus 
implies that we consider discourses as a strategic toll in order to create a framework for the study at 
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hand, whereas we as researches partly construct the order of discourse (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 
149-151). Therefore, no ‘financial-discourse’ examination is of any interest for this study. 
 
8.2.1.Partial Conclusion (1) 
As mentioned in Chapter 6.6.4., the order of discourse is constituted by the different types of 
discourses competing within a specific social domain (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 79-80,146). On 
the basis of the above outlining of the development field, we define ‘the order of discourse’ in the 
present study as ‘the order of the international development discourse’. The discourses which 
constitute the present order of discourse are the following: The ‘gender-discourse’, the ‘human 
rights-discourse’, the ‘UN Government-discourse’, the ‘UN Agency-discourse’ and the ‘NGO-
discourse’. Despite our attempt to outline the “chosen” order of discourse of focus, there might be 
other orders of discourse in the three texts examined in the analysis (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 
148). 
 
9.0.‘Meaning Relations: Women and Vulnerability’ 
In the present chapter, we focus on the more formal linguistic text analysis, which will be 
constituted on two specific subjects; firstly the lexical features and secondly the high-level semantic 
relations, in order to clarify meanings within the selected texts (Fairclough 2003:91). There are a 
range of possible lexical and ‘low level’ semantic relations to study, but due to limited time 
resources and our problem formulation, we limit our focus to mainly focusing on the ‘high level’ 
semantic relations.  ‘High-level’ semantic relations is characterised as a higher level of semantic 
relations, which can detect the overall meaning relations in the texts e.g. a ‘problem-solution’ or as 
a ‘goal-achievement’ relation (Ibid.). According to Fairclough,” A number of social research issues 
can be eludicadet by focusing on …  sematic relations;” (Fairclough 2003: 87), and the 
investigation of specific words is important, because “Sematic relations are realized in a range of 
lexical (vocabulary) features of texts ... [as] a range of textual markers of these relations.” 
(Fairclough 2003: 92). Therefore, the main focus in the present chapter will entail an investigation 
of the meanings of words, in order to examine the different ‘high-level’ semantic relations of the 
selected texts. 
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9.1.Women and Prostitution – Words with Associated Meaning 
Within the chosen texts, a range of different words are being repeatedly applied in relation to 
women and prostitution, such as vulnerability, resilience or strategies. However, we limit out focus 
of investigation to vulnerability. The reason being, that vulnerability is often applied in 
development accordingly to women and prostitution (See Chapter 1.0.) and moreover, because it is 
the only word, which all the selected texts apply. At some occasions, other words might be 
identified and incorporated into the study, if they have some relation or importance to the study of 
vulnerability, women or prostitution. To be more precise, vulnerability will be used as an 
illustrative “… example of how social relations “external” (…) permeate “internal” lexical and 
semantic relations in the text” (Vavrus & Seghers 2010: 92).  
As previously mentioned, vulnerability has been detected within the three selected texts. In both the 
ICRC report and the DEC report, term vulnerability is mentioned in the headline regarded the 
selected extracts from the reports. The democratic resolution does not mention vulnerability in its 
headline, but applies the words ‘disparate impact’ in relation to women and climate change. The 
density of the use of vulnerability within the different reports is rather different, also when 
calculating the density per page. The density of vulnerability per page is 1, 3 times in the ICRC, 1 
per page in the DEC report and 0, 6 in the democratic resolution. This exemplifies how the ICRC 
report, is the report which applies vulnerability most times in comparison with the others. But how 
do the reports use vulnerability throughout the texts? In the following chapter, the ‘high-level’ 
semantic relations within the texts will be laid forward.  
 
9.2.Proposed Solutions: ‘Problem-Solution’ Or ‘Goal-Achievement’? 
The coming examination will take its offset in the previously mentioned ‘high-level’ semantic 
relations, which are the ‘problem-solution’ relation and the ‘goal-achievement’ relation.   
The DEC report clearly addresses the problem of women being more vulnerable in post-disaster 
contexts, as identified in the following example: “After a disaster women and girls can become even 
more vulnerable to harassment or enforced sexual behaviour” (DEC report 2011: 20). They 
elaborate this by emphasizing how women in refugee camps in Haiti, did not receive the proper 
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help or information, to protect themselves from the harassments (Ibid: 20). The solution proposed in 
the text (which has already been implemented), is to “… promote awareness on violence against 
women and girls [within the camps].” (Ibid: 20). This includes the following; instalment of an 
emergency cell to give support in relation to trauma, to have centres which provide social 
assistance, as well as psychosocial and financial support (Ibid: 20). Furthermore, they state that “… 
500 women and girls received financial support for school fees, house rental or repair, and to 
revive small businesses.” (Ibid: 20). 
All of the above indicates that the DEC report applies a clear ‘problem-solution’ relation. The 
problem is that women become more vulnerable in post-disaster contexts, and that the needed help 
is not always there at the right time. The proposed solution is to create awareness about the 
problems such as the harassment and furthermore, to provide women the financial and psychosocial 
support they need so they do not have to prostitute themselves for food or shelter. So far they do not 
provide any information as to if and how the proposed strategy has been successfully implemented 
accordingly to women in relation to e.g.  if number of women forced into prostitution for survival 
has been reduced.   
The ICRC report informs the audience of how to evaluate the problems of people living in post-
disaster areas. Their main goal is to address the problems that people face in post-disaster contexts 
and in addition, evaluate the affected people’s capacity to overcome them (ICRC report 2008:17). 
In addition, they emphasise how the impact of hazards hits vulnerable communities the most. In 
their case: 
 
 “Vulnerability is defined as the conditions determined by physical, social, economic, 
environmental and political factors or processes which increase the susceptibility of a 
community to the impact of shocks/hazards.” (ICRC report 2008: 18) 
 
Furthermore they elaborate, that capacity is a necessary resource for people to resist hazards. The 
text defines capacity as; “The resources of individuals, households, communities, institutions and 
nations to resist the impact of a hazard.”” (ICRC report 2008: 18). Resources and resistance are key 
solutions words to cope with the impact of hazards. The goal is to create solution programs and it is 
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stated very clearly in the text that; “Throughout the assessment ... Ask yourself what sort of 
programme might be appropriate to deal with the issues being raised. Consider the potential 
positive and negative effects of a programme.” (ICRC report 2008: 42). The audience of the text is 
advised to notice the different kinds of programs available and thereafter select the program most 
suitable for the problems in the visited area. 
On the basis of the arguments above, we argue that the ICRC report implies a ‘goal-achievement’ 
relation within the text. The goal being the need for communities to build capacities to resist hazard 
impacts, whereas the achievement is for institutions to help communities manages – advising them 
on how to address vulnerability, so that they can build up their capacities in order to better resist 
disaster impacts. 
“Whereas women are shown to have a multiplier effect by using their income and resources, when 
given the necessary tools, to increase the wellbeing of their children and families, and thus play a 
critical role in reducing food insecurity, poverty, and socioeconomic effects of climate change;” 
(Resolution 2013: 4). 
The democratic resolution argue that women are the ones who keep the family together and 
therefore are socio-economic important of both their family and the whole community. Therefore, it 
is necessary to find solutions which help these women, so they can help their family and thus the 
entire society. To do so they recommend gender based development aid, to “… encourages the use 
of gender-sensitive frameworks in developing policies to address climate change, which account for 
the specific impacts of climate change on women;” (Resolution 2013: 4). The democratic solution 
aims to prevent a rise in prostitution in post-disaster contexts and in order to do so; an 
implementation of gender sensitive structures in developing policies are required. Furthermore, the 
Democrats require attention to the empowerment of women through resilience, as indicated in the 
following statement: “… support women who are particularly vulnerable to climate change impacts 
to prepare for, build their resilience, and adapt to those impacts … ” (Resolution 2013: 5). So first 
of all the weakest of the women need to be supported in order to prepared themselves for any 
possible or future disasters. This includes “... a commitment to increase education and training 
opportunities for women to develop local resilience plans ...” (Ibid.).  
All of the above arguments show that the democratic resolution can be identified as a ‘problem-
solution’ relation. The problem is that women in general are more vulnerable than men when 
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disaster strikes. Women are seen as linchpins of the household and family, and if a disaster strikes, 
they can be weakened to the extent that they have to prostitute themselves to support their family. 
The solution presented in the text, suggest empowerment of women in several of different ways 
such as education or women's participation in political engagement according to natural disaster 
prevention (Resolution 2013: 5). These suggested resolutions aim to build up their resilience (Ibid: 
6), so women are able of remaining the centre of the household and care for their family, without 
having to prostitute themselves. 
 
9.2.1.Partial Conclusion (2) 
Vulnerability is a key concept used in relations to women and prostitution in post-disaster contexts. 
The density of the degree to which the concept is being applied, differs in the selected texts. Even 
so, they are a prominent association with women in post-disaster contexts. However, there are 
applied in a somewhat different way. The DEC report and the democratic resolution perceive 
women as a particularly vulnerable group, on the contrary to the ICRC report, which applies 
vulnerability equally to all referred groups in the report.  
In the case of the how the texts address women and prostitution, the DEC report and the democratic 
resolution apply a ‘problem-solution’ relation, in order to outline the problem and create a solution 
to address the problem. Both texts perceive the high risk for women to prostitute themselves, in 
order to survive and support their families, as a present and critical. Nonetheless, they have different 
solution to the problem. The DEC report focuses on NGO’s to support women with both 
information, psychosocial and financial support. It can be argues, as being rather local and practical 
solutions. On the contrary, the democratic resolution focuses on women as being essential to their 
family, community and policy-making, and therefore their solutions entails a “higher level” of 
suggestions, such as building their resilience or empowering women in policy-making. On the 
contrary, a ‘goal-achievement’ relation has been detected in the ICRC report. Rather than focusing 
on women and prostitution as a problem that needs solving, the lay forward different set of 
procedures to assess all groups in post-disaster contexts including women in relation to prostitution. 
No special focus is being taken towards women in post-disaster contexts.   
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10. ‘A Linguistic Turn to Women and Prostitution’ 
 
10.1.Intertextuality – Women and Prostitution  
The case of intertextuality is a rather complex matter (Fairclough 2012: 47). As stated earlier, 
intertextuality refers to the fact that “… for any particular text or type of text, there is a set of other 
texts and a set of voices which are potentially relevant, and potentially incorporated into the text  
(Fairclough 2012: 47). To detect such possible relevant voices in relation to women and prostitution 
in post-disaster contexts, we ask “Who they are?” and moreover, “How they contribute to 
constructing the perception on women in relation to prostitution?” (Ibid.). According to the ICRC 
report, it is stated that all of the assessments rely on the “… International Federation’s vulnerability 
and capacity framework” (ICRC 2008: 17), which is their own “constitution” of how disaster risk 
reduction should be carried out (IFRC 2013). They only refer to one other institution which is the 
‘International Strategy for Disaster Risk reduction’ (UNISDR) in relation to defining their use for 
the concept vulnerability in addition to e.g. women (ICRC 2008: 18). On the contrary, the DEC 
report includes a fairly extensive amount of “external” contributions into the text. They include 
reports from two organizations, which are CARE and SOFA22, working in Haiti to help women and 
girls in post-disaster contexts, and furthermore, they incorporate a lot of statements from the both 
women and girls living in the aftermaths of the natural disaster (DEC 2011: 20). As in the case of 
the ICRC report, a closer look into the democratic resolution reveals that only one source has been 
included, which is the ‘United Nations Development Program 2013’ from the ‘Human 
Development Report 2013’ (Resolution 2013: 2). Thereby, it can be argued, that the ICRC report 
and the democratic resolution has a low degree of “external” contributions incorporated within them 
whereas the DEC report entails a high degree of “external” contributions. When looking at the 
different ways in which “external” contributions can be attributed within the text, a similarly 
tendency emerge. Just to clarify, some are specifically attributed to people whereas others are non-
specifically attributions, which mean that they are more vaguely acknowledged (Fairclough 2012:  
48). The ICRC report does not directly attribute the different “external” contribution, when only 
referring to their acknowledgement in a footnote, and the democratic resolution only refers once to 
the ‘Human Development Report 2013’ (Resolution 2013: 2). On the contrary, the DEC report 
attributes the “external” contributions in a somewhat more acknowledgeable way, by saying such as 
                                                 
22
 SOFA (Solidarité Fanm Ayisyen) 
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“As one former agency Country Director stated”, “a girl spoke” or “a woman said”(DEC 2011: 
20). This can be seen as an indication of a relation between a lower degree of “external” 
contributions and a lower degree of attribution to the “external” contributions.  
A text can be constructed in many different ways, one such option is that of reported speech. The 
reported speech covers different forms of speech such as summaries and quotations (Fairclough 
2012: 47, 218-219). In this case of the ICRC report, both forms have been implemented into the 
text. Accordingly to the direct reported speech, which is direct quotations of words (Ibid: 219), they 
are only found in the ICRC reports definitions of the diverse concepts such as in the case of 
vulnerability, where “… Vulnerability is defined as:”The conditions determined by physical, 
social, economic, environmental and political factors or processes which increase the susceptibility 
of a community to the impacts of shocks/hazards (UNSIDR)” (ICRC 2008: 98) or in the example of 
capacity, where “…Capacity is defined as: “The resources of individuals, households, communities, 
institutions and nations to resist the impact of a hazard (IFRC)” (Ibid: 18). The former in this case 
is “taken” from the UN agency UNSIDR, and the latter definition draws upon ICRC’s own 
“constitution”. This is very different from the DEC report, where an extensive amount of direct 
reported speech is used, in cases such as: 
 
”… ‘The risks that women and girls are abused or forced into prostitution in exchange 
for money, food or shelter are very high.’” (DEC 2011: 20) and “… ‘I have five kids 
and I have to feed them, so I practice sex for the card or for food’” (Ibid.).  
 
Focusing on the democratic resolution, a whole different pattern emerges. There is no direct 
reporting in relation to women and prostitution. As will be laid forward later on, this might be due 
the genre being used within the governmental text, where only certain genre is being used in 
creating a specific form of the text. On the contrary to the direct reported speech, not a great deal of 
indirect speech, which is a summary of what has been said, rather than the actual quotation 
(Fairclough 2003:49), has been found in the texts. No indirect speech as being incorporated into the 
ICRC report or the democratic resolution. However, the DEC report brings forward a few examples 
such as “… a girl spoke of regular attacks …” (DEC 2011: 20) or “…the woman’s friend said …” 
(Ibid.) as a form of introducing to the direct reported speech, which sort of legitimizes the indirect 
speech.   
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On the contrary to intertextuality, there is the concept of assumptions. Assumptions can be related 
to the ‘implicitness’ in a text or the ‘unspoken’ common sense assumptions (Fairclough 2003: 40). 
To distinguish intertextuality and assumptions, “… the former broadly opens up difference by 
bringing other ‘voices into a text, whereas the latter broadly reduces difference by assuming 
common ground” (Ibid: 41). In addition to the texts, the ICRC report seems to draw on a rather 
extensive amount of assumptions. They often use assumptions as a form of legitimation when trying 
to justify their choice of definition, such as “…All people are vulnerable to something (e.g. a 
farmer is vulnerable to the failure of rains)” (ICRC report: 18) or “… People will be affected 
differently by the emergency and their need will differ accordingly” (ICRC report: 41). 
Furthermore, it often seems to occur when detailed information (guidelines for acting) is being laid 
forward, e.g.: 
 
“… People will inevitably bring up problems without being prompted” (ICRC report: 
49), “… Nor are they likely to go into detail about activities such as prostitution, theft 
and sale of illicit items” (ICRC report: 49) or “… Coping mechanisms are the 
adopted/unusual strategies that people choose as a way of living through difficult 
times.” (ICRC 2008: 18).  
 
When examining the democratic resolution, we also detect a rather high degree of assumptions. For 
example: 
 
“Women in the United States and around the world are the linchpin of families and 
comminutes …” (Resolution 2013: 1), “Whereas women will disproportionately face 
harmful impacts from climate change …” (Ibid: 2), “Whereas food insecure women 
with limited socioeconomic resource may be vulnerable to situations such as sex work, 
transactional sex... “(Ibid: 2-3) or “… the ability for women to adapt to climate change 
is constrained by a lack of economic freedoms, property and inheritance right …” (Ibid: 
3).  
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On the contrary to the ICRC report of the democratic resolution, assumptions about women and 
prostitution do not seem to appear in the DEC report, which always relates their statements with 
either a direct quotation from women or girls or with reference to “secondary” reports from CARE 
or SOFA.  
Summarizing the above mentioned, there is a tendency to be higher degree of intertextuality, within 
the DEC report, than within the ICRC report and the democratic resolution. The reason being, that 
the latter two use a limited “external” contributions in comparison to the DEC report, and 
furthermore they use a higher degree of assumptions, than the DEC report.  
 
10.2.Interdiscursivity – Women and Prostitution  
Interdiscursivity is a question of how the different types of discourses and genres are constructed 
within the selected text (Fairclough 2012: 153-154). Genres are important in the sense that they 
define different ways of acting or interacting discursively, such as writing a text (Ibid: 26), and 
before moving on, please note that the different genres are named after their relation to the specific 
activity, which it constitutes. In the ICRC report, the overall genre can be defined as an ‘educational 
genre’. The pronunciation ‘educational genre’ has been chosen due to its “scholarly style” towards 
assessing groups such as women. The style is presented rather simplistically both in the case of the 
parlance and in its visual effects such as figures and bulleted lists (ICRC 2008: 17-19, 41-42, 49, 
97, 99). Two other genres can be identified. First there is the ‘informative genre’, where the author 
provides knowledge which the audience wants to elicit (Fairclough 2003: 27). The ICRC report 
provides detailed information about subjects such as how to conduct interviews about sensitive 
subjects accordingly to e.g. women who prostitute themselves in post-disaster contexts (ICRC 
2008: 49,97) and secondly, there is a form of ‘assessment genre’, where the audience is provided 
with directions as to how they should act accordingly to e.g. fieldwork principals (Ibid: 41-42). 
Additionally, within the DEC report some different kinds of genres can be characterized. Firstly it is 
an ‘informative genre’, in the sense the author informs the audience of the increased vulnerable 
position that women and girls face in the aftermaths of a natural disaster (DEC 2011: 20). However, 
it differs from the ICRC report due to its more factual approach, which appears in cases such as: 
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 “…35.000 women and girls in camps were pregnant” (DEC 2011: 20), or “Of these 500 
women and girls received financial support for school fees, house rental or repair, and to 
revive small businesses.” (Ibid.).  
 
Another distinction from the IRCR report is the DEC reports rather critical, or a ‘call-for-acting’ 
approach, which we identify as a ‘call-for-action genre’. Firstly, they aim to outline the vulnerable 
positions that women and girls face in post-disaster conflicts and thereafter, they critically argue 
that women and girls were paid inadequate attention by NGO’s (DEC 2011: 20), which we perceive 
as a call-for-acting statement. Genres are especially significant for governances, because they define 
the link between different levels such as the local, the national and the global level locally 
(Fairclough 2008: 33). The genres detected in the US democratic resolution are the following two; 
the ‘informative genre’ and the ‘call-for-action genre’. As in the case of ICRC report and the DEC 
report, the ‘informative genre’ is being applied. It is informative in the sense, that it informs the 
audience of the importance of focusing on the vulnerable women in post-disaster areas due to many 
different reasons such as, women are important for the family network, they are important for the 
communities and they are important in relation to policy-making (Resolution 2013: 1-6). As with 
the DEC report, the democratic resolution implies a ‘call-for-action genre’. However, it defers from 
the DEC report, as the amount of informative knowledge is much more extensive and moreover, it 
seems to be written in a more convincingly manner whereby it tries to convince the audience of the 
importance of addressing women and prostitution in e.g. post-disaster contexts. Such examples can 
be:  
 
“… recognizes the disparate impacts of climate change of women (…)” (Resolution 
2013: 4), “… encourage the use of gender-sensitive frameworks in developing policies 
to address climate change, which account for the specific impacts of climate change on 
women (…)” (Ibid.) or “…affirms its [policy-makings] commitment to support women 
who are particularly vulnerable to climate change (…)” (Ibid: 5).   
 
In relation to the above mentioned, all of the reports draw on more than one genre in their aim 
to address the issues of women and prostitution in post-disaster contexts. Even though, they 
use some of the same kinds of genres e.g. ‘informative genre’ and a ‘call-for-action genre’, 
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they use them in different ways by emphasizing to role of women in relation to prostitution in 
different ways.   
In the case of discourses, we argue the present of some deferring discourses in the ICRC report. 
Within the text, three distinct discourses has been identified in relation to women and prostitution 
and they are; the ‘cultural relativist-discourse’ and the ’promotion of humanitarian values-
discourse’ and a ‘personified-discourse’. The ‘cultural relativist-discourse’ is indicated several 
places in the report. One such example is in relation to their definition of vulnerability (which was 
mentioned above this paragraph). After defining vulnerability, they elaborate the quotation by 
adding the following statement: “All people are vulnerable to something (e.g. a farmer is vulnerable 
to the failure of rains). Do not make assumptions about vulnerability based on experiences 
elsewhere.” (ICRC 2008: 18). In this quote, the cultural relativist perspective is indicated by their 
emphasis on all human beings as vulnerable and therefore, that the diversity of people needs should 
be considered (Schech & Haggis 2000: 171-73). Furthermore, there is no place within the text, 
where they represent women as particularly vulnerable or in particular need of any help. In relation 
to woman and prostitution, they merely perceive prostitution as a coping mechanism (ICRC 2008: 
49, 97) than as vulnerable women in need for help. Moving on to the second detected discourse, the 
‘promotion of humanitarian value-discourse’ can be argued to exist throughout the text. The 
‘promotion discourse’ is an adapted strategy which is progressing in contemporary culture of all 
sorts of texts (Fairclough 2008: 112-113). The ‘promotional message’ itself can be characterized as 
being one “… which simultaneously ‘represents (moves in place), advocates (moves on behalf of), 
and anticipates (moves ahead of)’ whatever it is to which it refers.” (Fairclough 2008: 113). In 
relation to the ICRC report, the ‘promotion of humanitarian values-discourse’, can be understood 
and approached on a more overall level, or in relation to women and prostitution. We choose the 
latter. Accordingly to view on gender in a human rights perspective, we argue that the ICRC report 
does not represent ‘women as being in a particular vulnerable situation in post-disaster contexts’, 
rather it advocates ‘women as being a group like any other’, and thereby anticipating ‘women, to be 
perceived and helped like any other group in post-disaster contexts’ (ICRC 2008). As the last 
detected discourse – the ‘personified-discourse’, the audience has become personified in the sense, 
that they are addressed as e.g. you or yours (Fairclough 2008: 145-146). As an example, the ICRC 
report instructs the audience in how they should address an interview strategy, when examining for 
example women in relation to prostitution, such as “Your aim is to understand the problems that 
people face …” (ICRC report 2008: 48) or “… you may need to dig deeper.” (Ibid.). Focusing on 
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the DEC report instead, two distinct discourses appear which are the ‘universalist-discourse’ and the 
‘promotion of humanitarian values’.  The addition to the former, it can be indicates by their view on 
women accordingly to their human rights. Women are being presented as a group of people, who 
are particularly vulnerable to harassments and enforced sexual behaviour, such as prostitution 
themselves for food or shelter. Additionally, they are presented as a group of people, who has been 
neglected and overlooked in the development aid relief in Haiti (DEC 2011: 20). From a 
universalists point of view, all people (all women) should have the same human rights and the same 
options as all other groups, such as the right for equal help and attention in post-disaster contexts. 
Accordingly to the ‘promotion genre’, women are presented ’as a more vulnerable group of people 
in comparison to other groups in society’, whereby it advocates them ‘as a group of people as being 
a particular group of people’ and thereby anticipates woman’ to be especially cared for in post-
disaster contexts’. Last but out least, the discourse detected in the democratic resolution, can be 
stated as ‘women in climate change-discourse’, the universalist-discourse’ and the ‘promotion-
discourse’. Firstly, the presence of the ‘universalist discourse’ can be compared to that of the DEC 
report. As in the Dec report, women are perceived as a specific vulnerable group in post-disaster 
contexts and are in a higher risk of prostitution themselves do to a lack of e.g. socioeconomic 
resources (Resolution 2013: 2). Therefore, women should be helped to achieve the same 
socioeconomic resources as other groups in society. A similar comparison between the DEC 
report’s use of the ‘promotion-discourse’ in relations to women and prostitution can be identified 
within the democratic resolution. However, they do not only emphasize that women should be help 
because they are vulnerable in post-disaster contexts. Rather they are of greatest importance in 
keeping their families and society together and moreover, they should be incorporated into policy-
making processes, because their voices are important when it comes to overcoming the assumed 
future impacts of climate change (Resolution 2013: 1-6). We might also interpret their resolution as 
a way of promoting their democratic values into both society and development aid relief, though 
this will not be examined in the present study. 
 
10.2.1.Partial Conclusion (3) 
The present paragraph examines the discursive practices within the three selected texts, accordingly 
to intertextuality and interdiscursivity. On the basis of the analysis above, we argue that the DEC 
report has a higher degree of intertextuality than the other two texts, because in incorporates 
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different “external” contributions and a particularly high degree of reported speech compared to the 
others. Furthermore, it has a slightly lower degree of interdiscursivity, because it “only” draws on 
two different discourses. On the contrary, the ICRC report has a lower degree of intertextuality than 
the other texts, because it “only” draws on one “external” contribution and due to a very limited 
extent of reported speech. Rather we argue, that the ICRC report base their statements and claims 
on a higher degree of assumption, which reduces the deferring elements in the text, and 
furthermore, that it has a higher degree of interdiscursivity, because of a slightly higher mixture of 
different genres and discourses, compared to the others. In the case of the democratic resolution, we 
argue that it can be placed somewhere in between the other reports, though it has s slight higher 
degree of interdiscursivity than intertextuality. 
As stated earlier, all texts draw on more than one genre. However, they use the genres differently 
within the texts, which mean that contrasting ways of acting discursively can be detected. The 
ICRC report produces an image of women as being like all other groups of people in society. 
Therefore, women and prostitution are not seen as a particular important category to asses in 
comparison to other groups in post-disaster contexts. In this sense they draw on a cultural relativist 
perspective on women and their human rights. This stands in contradiction to the other two reports, 
which draws on a more universalistic perspective. The DEC report constructs an image of women 
as being particularly vulnerable in post-disaster contexts and in risk of prostituting themselves for 
survival. Therefore, NGO’s must pay a closer look at women in disaster aid relief to ensure the 
women their rights like any other group of people. The same perspective can be seen within the 
democratic resolution; nevertheless the resolution also includes women’s essential position in both 
their family and in society in general. Therefore, they employ a resolution for both helping the 
vulnerable women as well as empowering women in.  
 
11.‘Gender Views and Prostitution in Post-Disaster Contexts’ 
The overall goal in this chapter is to examine the social practices and cultural perspectives 
according to the ‘order of the international development discourse’. Furthermore, we aim to identify 
the partially discursive cultural and social relations and structures that create the framework for the 
order of discourse which the texts are a part of (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 98). We will examine 
how the different cultural perspectives are constructed in the ‘order of the international 
development discourse’ in relation to women and prostitution in post-disaster context. Moreover, 
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which possible impacts the different gender views implies in relation to the social and cultural 
world and last but not least, which consequences the might entail.   
Two of the texts being analysed in this chapter, mainly focus on women. That could also be the 
reason why focus arises on women prostituting themselves in the context of post-disaster areas. 
Therefore, the gender view seems important, and as such we investigate how prostitution is 
problematized, and at the same time which gender view is expressed. To examine the social 
practices within the texts along with the broader social practices perspectives, we apply 
universalisms, cultural relativism and cultural essentialism. It will be examined if the texts are 
reproducing discourses or if a social change is provided by the changing the broader social practices 
(Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 98).   
Firstly, the focus will be on investigating the specific gender views within the texts, before we pass 
on to how prostitution is being problematized in the texts and with what cultural perspective. 
 
11.1.Identificatioin of Gender Views 
“Women, children and increased vulnerability” (DEC report 2011: 20), is what the headline states 
in the DEC report. It indicates how women and children are put in the category of the vulnerable in 
post-disaster Haiti. Population groups not mentioned in the category are old or handicapped people, 
which could have been the case in other texts. This is pointing towards a universalistic point of view 
– a gender discourse where women, some places in the world, are seen as dominated by male 
power. This view can also be identified in this quotation from the democrat resolution: 
 
“Whereas women will disproportionately face harmful impacts from climate change, 
particularly in poor and developing nations where women regularly assume increased 
responsibility for growing the family’s food and collecting water, fuel, and other 
resources;” (Resolution 2013: 2).  
 
The same gender view can be seen in this phrase from the democrat resolution “Whereas conflict 
has a disproportionate impact on the most vulnerable populations including women …” (Resolution 
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2013: 2). The Democrats directly inform the audience that women are among the most vulnerable 
people in the society. On the contrary, the ICRC report speaks of all people as potential vulnerable, 
such as “All people are vulnerable to something (e.g. a farmer is vulnerable to the failure of rains). 
Do not make assumptions about vulnerability based on experiences elsewhere.” (ICRC report 2008: 
18). According to this quote, it can be argued, that women are not more vulnerable. Instead, they are 
placed in the same category as everybody else. The gender view detected here, draws on a cultural 
relativist or even a cultural essentialist point of view. 
The Democrats are the ones who pay the most attention to the women as the centre of the family; 
 
“Whereas women in the United States and around the world are the linchpin of families 
and communities and are often the first to feel the immediate and adverse effects of 
social, environmental, and economic stresses on their families and communities” 
(Resolution 2013: 1). 
 
The Democrats place women as the upholder of the family, the key element that holds the 
communities together, and the most important family member who feel the impact of everybody’s 
problems. They elaborate by adding: 
 
“Whereas the relocation and death of women, and especially mothers, as a result of 
climate-related disasters often has devastating impacts on social support networks, 
family ties, and the coping capacity of families and communities;” (Resolution 2013: 3). 
 
Hence, if women are affected, the rest of the family or the community will suffer too. The present 
argument referees to the point of view, that by helping women – everybody else will be helped as 
well. Just as a clarification, when perceiving women as caretakers of the household and thereby the 
pillar of the family, is a universalistic perspective, which we also identify in the following. The 
Democrats goes on by quoting the UN about the “... full participation, and the full empowerment, of 
the world’s women...’’ is necessary, so that “ … enduring solution to society’s most threatening 
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social, economic and political problems...” can be found (Resolution 2013: 1). Because women are 
the most central and important member of the family and community, they must be strengthened so 
they can achieve their full potential, and function at their best to serve for their families and the 
society. Last but not least, the quote below shows how the Democrats might have a universalist 
perspective, however they do recognize that poor women in the United States, are also as vulnerable 
to disasters.“... women in the United States are also particularly affected by climate-related 
disasters, as ... Hurricane Katrina … which displaced over 83 percent of low-income, single 
mothers;” (Resolution 2013: 3).  
As described in the above, the democratic resolution shows a point of view where help to women 
helps everybody, which means that by strengthening the women, the communities as a whole 
becomes more resistant or resilient. In the ICRC report it is described like this: 
 
“Resilience is the ability to reduce, prepare for, resist and recover from shocks/hazards. 
A totally vulnerable household means a household without any resilience to face a 
shock/hazard; a household that can absorb a shock/hazard is a household with an 
appropriate level of resilience.”  (ICRC report 2008: 98).  
 
So the ICRC-report also looks at the household as important, so that people or communities do not 
succumb to disasters. However, different from the DEC report and the democratic resolution, the 
ICRC report does not focus on women as the reliable and supportive subject in this context. 
Furthermore, we will argue that there is an effort to show how women and men are equal, in the 
sense that they apply “women and men” together in relation to economy and household – 
essentially emphasizing them both (ICRC report 2008: 99).  
 
11.2.The Articulation of Prostitution in Post-Disaster Contexts  
The ICRC report points out prostitution as a survival strategy in post-disaster contexts. 
“Coping mechanisms are the adapted/unusual strategies that people choose as a way of 
living through difficult times.” ... ”Strategies that may be damaging to livelihoods (e.g. 
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sale of property, sale of productive assets, large-scale deforestation, child work, 
prostitution, banditry). These tend to be harder to reverse.” (ICRC report 2008: 18).  
 
Prostitution is mentioned three times in the ICRC report. The first and the third time, it occurs in a 
paragraph about strategies people might create to survive in disaster contexts. The coping 
mechanisms are divided in two categories, those which are easy to get out of and those that are not. 
Prostitution is one of the strategies that are hard to get out of again. So prostitution is not a big issue 
in this text concerning disasters, and how to cope with them. Prostitution is one of the aspects of the 
surviving strategies that might be damaging to livelihoods, in the same line as sale of property or 
banditry. Prostitution is important to analyse because “… a particular shock/hazard, such as 
insecurity, displacement, drought, floods, etc., can have on a household’s ability to access essential 
needs. “, which can leave households vulnerable, which is why an analysis of “the level of 
resilience.” is important (ICRC report 2008: 97). The second time prostitution is mentioned is in a 
section about interviewing 'in the field'. Here, the ICRC report tries to guide the interviewer to be 
careful when talking about certain subjects, because people might be hesitating speaking about 
illegal coping strategies. 
 
“Activities may be illegal, for example small-scale trading without a licence or scrap 
metal collection involving unexploded ordnance, and people are reluctant to divulge 
details to strangers. Nor are they likely to go into detail about activities such as 
prostitution, theft and sale of illicit items.” (ICRC report 2008: 49).  
 
Once again, prostitution is stated, as one of many things people might tent to in post-disaster 
contexts. However, with no focus on women, prostitution is not articulated as a particular problem 
in comparison to other illegal activities. The tone about prostitution is far from judging; neither does 
the text talk about women as especially vulnerable (ICRC report 2008: 18). In this way, the ICRC 
report has a very different discourse about prostitution than the resolution or the DEC report.   
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The extract from the DEC report only addresses women, children, and increased vulnerability. 
Prostitution is explained as an outcome of increased vulnerability in the post-disaster context at 
Haiti. 
 
”After a disaster women and girls can become even more vulnerable to harassment or 
enforced sexual behaviour.” … “The risks that women and girls are abused or forced 
into prostitution in exchange for money, food or shelter are very high.” (DEC report 
2011: 20). 
 
Women have a higher risk of being forced to prostitute themselves for everyday needs, because they 
are more vulnerable than men in difficult situations.  
 
“Access to goods and services for women can lead to women and girls exchanging sex 
for food or other goods they need. In one camp a woman said, ‘I have five kids and I 
have to feed them, so I practice sex for the card or for food.”(DEC report 2011: 20). 
 
This quote presents a woman who has to prostitute herself to fulfil basic needs for her kids. This is 
the same kind of example as seen in the democratic resolution text, where the women stand as the 
centre of the family, having to cope with the household in every situation. 
The DEC report has a critical and offensive language against the NGO's who have been 
implemented on Haiti after the earthquake in 2010. It is explained that;  
 
“According to the organisation Solidarité Fanm Ayisyen (SOFA), many international 
NGOs did not pay adequate attention to women and girls’ dignity in camps ...” but “In 
recognising the threat of the spread of HIV however several agencies handed out 
condoms.” (DEC report 2011: 20).  
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It seems like the DEC report wants to point out that the NGO's did not care, as long as women had 
to prostitute themselves for food, or were sexual exploited in other ways. Though, when they 
realized that HIV infections were increasing, they started to give away free condoms. This might 
indicate that the awareness of women problems and women's dignity were not of high priority 
within international NGO’s working in Haiti. The perspective in the DEC report strongly indicates a 
Universalists perspective. A perspective which sees women from countries with non-Western 
culture as suppressed, non-free, and therefore in need of help in order to get their independence and 
human rights.  
One of the reasons stated by the democratic resolution, as to why women are forced to prostitute 
themselves after natural disasters is that “... women often have insufficient resources to undertake 
such adaptation;” (Resolution 2013: 4), meaning adapting to the new situations, which natural 
disasters bring. This is further elaborated by; “Whereas food insecure women with limited 
socioeconomic resources may be vulnerable to situations such as sex work, transactional sex ” 
(Resolution 2013: 2). So the Democrats are reasoning that the women with a low level of 
socioeconomic resources are vulnerable to accept prostitution as a way of surviving. As in the DEC 
report, the women is put out as the vulnerable person, who has to take care of the whole family, 
even if this means having sex in exchange for basic needs. The resolution is nearly only dedicated 
to women, because they need to be empowered to help themselves, their family, and the whole 
community. 
 
11.3.Universalism As the Dominant Ideology?  
Language is a machinery that constitutes the social world. The discursive struggle produces and 
reproduces the social reality and changes within discourses creates changes in the social and 
cultural world (Jørgensen & Phillips: 18). When characterising which different gender views each 
of the texts rely on, the question about power relation arises. According to Fairclough, power 
relations can be identified in relation to ideology. The concept of ideology is defined as:  
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 “meanings/constructions of reality ... built into the form/meaning of various dimensions 
of discursive practices, and that contributes to the production, reproduction and 
transformation of dominance relationships" (Fairclough 2008: 4623). 
 
As this quotation states, the different ideologies contribute to construct meanings, which are 
mediated through discourses, and thereby able to contribute to change or strengthen what is 
perceived as reality. Ideologies are then perceived as a constant power struggle, a fight to be the 
dominant parlour of the truth. The strongest ideology can be characterised as the one who has 
become ‘common sense’ (Fairclough 2008: 47). Due to limited time resources, we are not able to 
analyse which gender view and which human rights perspective that are perceived as common sense 
in the order of the international development discourse. However, as stated in Chapter 8.1. and 8.2., 
vulnerability is understood to be a rather commonly applied concept within development – both in 
relation to policy-making and in general in development aid relief. As identified in the above 
analysed, vulnerability is more often used in relation to women being vulnerable in post-disaster 
contexts, as presented in the case of both the DEC report and the democratic resolution. Thereby, 
we might cautiously argue that the gender view in relation to a universalistic perspective can be 
determined as the ‘more common sense’ perception in the order of the international development 
discourse. In other words, the universalistic perspectives on gender in the order of the international 
discourse, can (with reservations) be identified as the dominating ideology or rather, be detected as 
the imposing relations within the selected texts (Fairclough 2003: 9). It may also be mentioned, how 
the analysis in the foregoing chapter identified the ICRC report as having a higher degree of 
interdiscursivity, which can indicate some form of opposition to the dominating ideology, pointing 
towards a change in social relations (Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 94). As stated earlier, we can only 
draw these assumptions on the basis of the present study’s three texts and therefore our 
argumentation is slightly “wage”.  
Based on the discursive practices examined in the foregoing texts in relation to the social practices 
analysed within this chapter, there may cautiously be argued that 'the order of the international 
development discourse' is partly maintained. The 'gender-discourse’ mentioned in Chapter 8.1., 
                                                 
23“betydninger/konstruktioner af virkeligheden ... der er bygget ind i forskellige dimensioner af diskursive praksissers 
form/mening, og som bidrager til produktion, reproduktion og transformation af dominansrelationer”(Faircloigh 2008: 
46) 
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occurs rather prominent in two of the texts, and the universal human rights perspective seems to be 
more prominent that the cultural relativist or the cultural essentialist perspective. 
 
11.3.1.Partial Conclusion (4) 
In the beginning of this chapter we were questioning why prostitution is on the agenda in post-
disaster contexts, and if a focus on women might be the reason, as it is women that is mentioned as 
forced to have sex to survive. Prostitution is only articulated in relation to women and children and 
not according to men at any point. None of the reports talk about males having to have sex to 
survive. The democratic resolution and the DEC report are both focused on women as vulnerable, 
and as the important centre of the family. Thereby it might only seem natural for them to address 
the conditions of women such as prostitution. The ICRC report does not place men and women in 
each their category. On the contrary, is stated that “All people are vulnerable to something” (ICRC 
report 2008: 18). Hence, it seems natural that the ICRC report speaks in more neutral terms about 
prostitution. To articulate woman as more vulnerable, as seen in the case of the DEC report and the 
democratic resolution, it is pointing towards a more universalistic view, where women of the Third 
World are submissive to the power of men. The ICRC report has a perspective on women that 
stands in contrast to the DEC report and the democratic resolution. Women are not placed in a 
separate category, and the text points out that each culture is important. They mention that you 
should “Be prepared to have your assumptions challenged” (ICRC report 2008: 41), when you 
speak to people in post-disaster areas. 
From this we can conclude as shown in the chapter above, that the DEC report and the democratic 
resolution can be categorised as having a universalistic perspective, whereas the ICRC report has an 
overall cultural relativist point of view. None of the texts have had a cultural essentialist point of 
view. 
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12.Discussion: Women, Prostitution and Change   
The main goal of the present study was to analyse how women and prostitution was being 
problematized in post-disaster contexts within the order of the international development discourse 
and moreover, which specific gender views that supported the deferring articulations. In the 
following paragraph, we will discuss a few selected key dimensions, which has been addressed and 
analysed throughout the present study. The key dimensions, which will be discussed according to 
the problem formulation, are selected on the basis of the partial conclusions made along the way. 
More specifically, we address the different gender views in relation to the human rights 
perspectives such as universalistic and cultural relativistic views. They will be discussed in addition 
to the following questions: “How are women being problematized in relation to prostitution within 
the texts? “ How might this affect the order of the international development discourse?” and last 
but not least “How has the chosen methodology contributed to the analysis of the texts and the 
conclusions being drawn upon them?” 
All the texts addressed the concepts of vulnerability as a key term in post-disaster contexts. 
Nevertheless, some degree of difference was identified within the texts, accordingly to their 
differing perceptions of vulnerability and the way in which it was applied and used in the texts. The 
DEC report and the democratic resolution articulated women as being both vulnerable and in need 
of specific attention in post-disaster contexts. Both argued how women were in risk of being forced 
into prostitution in post-disaster contexts, as a mean for survival and caring for their families. Even 
though they focus on women in post-disaster contexts, we argue that they address women and 
prostitution at “separate levels”. The DEC report focuses their call-for-action on NGO’s and 
community managers, whereas the democratic resolution call-for-acting in addition to policy-
making. This might be the reason why the DEC report suggests solutions which are more practical 
orientated, such as the instalment of emergency cells (DEC 2011: 20) and on the contrary, why the 
democratic resolution aims their solutions on empowering women in policy contexts, such as 
including them into policy-making processes (Resolution 2013: 1-6). As previously mentioned, the 
DEC report is characterized as an “umbrella organization” which includes 14 of the most influential 
organizations in the UK and the Democrats are a part of the governmental level in the US. 
Therefore, we might be able to conclude (with reservations) that the gender view represented within 
these two texts can be identified as the “more common” representation of women in the 
international development discourse. Comparing these reflections accordingly to the ICRC report, a 
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different tendency has been characterized. The ICRC report does not address women as particularly 
vulnerable in comparison to other groups in post-disaster contexts. Rather, they treat the issues of 
women in relation to prostitution, as a coping-mechanism – a strategy for surviving, like any other 
coping-mechanism. Therefore, they do not focus directly on aiming the attention toward women. In 
relation to the other texts, they lay forward some guidelines for assessing people in general in post-
disaster contexts, which women is a part of. In this sense, they do not as such call-for-action rather; 
they present ways of achieving the goal of evaluating issues in post-disaster contexts. On the basis 
of the above mentioned, we conclude that the DEC report and the democratic resolution draws on a 
gender view with a universal human rights perspective, whereas on the contrary, the ICRC report 
draws on a gender view with relation to cultural relativist human rights. But how might this affect 
the order of the international development discourse presented earlier in the study? 
Through the analysis, we have identified the elements which constitutes the order of international 
development discourse, such as the ‘gender-discourse’ and the ‘human rights-discourse’. 
Furthermore, we have identified, how the different “levels” of texts, accordingly to their 
institutional position in the internal development discourse, each address women somewhat 
differently, which entails consequences for their focus on women in relation to prostitution in post-
disaster contexts. As concluded in the analysis, the ICRC report differs from the DEC report and the 
democratic resolution, in the sense that is has a ‘higher degree’ of interdiscursivity. According to 
Fairclough, a high degree of interdiscursivity suggests or reveals a tendency towards social change 
(Jørgensen & Phillips 1999: 94). According to this statement, we cautiously argue that the ICRC 
report indicates some degree of social change within the order of the international discourse. On the 
contrary, the DEC report has a ‘higher degree’ of intertextuality, which can indicate a reproduction 
of the present order of discourse (Ibid.). Therefore, we cautiously emphasizes how the DEC report, 
constitutes the present order of the international development discourse. In addition, one might 
reflect over the social implication which the democratic resolution might entail, if the resolutions 
will be accepted and implemented within international development. Will this reflect the way in 
which women are perceived and articulated in the international development discourse? Our 
suggestion implies a more extensive emphasis on the universal human rights perspective both 
within the way in which women are articulated and perceived. We moreover presume that this will 
imply a change in the development aid addressed toward women in relation to prostitution.  
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In assessing our project in relation to our problem formulation and the conclusion being drawn, we 
have identified some obstacles along the way, such as the selected texts and the formal linguistic 
analysis. Firstly, some of the obstacles can be detected back to the choice of material (the ICRC 
report, the DEC report and the democratic resolution). It maybe would have been more appropriate 
to include a more stringent or more similar types of texts, meaning e.g. three reports from DEC on 
woman and prostitution in post-disaster contexts. The reason being, that the possible social change 
or social reproduction of the present order of the international development discourse, might have 
been more prominent and easier to detect (Jørgensen & Philips 1999:  151). However, we argue that 
our analysis can identify some deferring discourses and deferring perceptions on women in relation 
to prostitution in post-disaster contexts and moreover, the deferring implications that these gender 
views create in the their contracting stated resolutions. Secondly, a more furrow linguistic analyses 
of the texts, might have help us to build up more valid argumentations of the relation between the 
textual applied words about women and prostitution in post-disaster contexts and their meaning. 
This in reverse would affect the conclusions being made. 
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13.Conclusion 
We started by asking in which way prostitution in post natural disaster contexts is being 
problematized, and what understandings of gender are behind this view on women. To look at this 
question, an analysis of the gender view, and the articulation of prostitution in the international 
development have been made. We have identified a view on women as both vulnerable but 
supportive of their family and community in the DEC report and in the democratic resolution, but 
no obvious gender view has been determined in the ICRC report. We have pointed out that the DEC 
report and the democratic resolution can be categorised as having a universalistic perspective, and 
that the ICRC report has an overall cultural relativist point of view. We have observed that the order 
of international development discourse' is partly maintained. We have noticed that prostitution is 
problematized by the same two texts which have women in focus, and that the consequence for this 
in the international development discourse in post-disaster contexts possibly can be that other 
institutions or organisations place women and prostitution in post-disaster contexts in focus. That 
women in post-disaster contexts might get more resources to build resilience, but that other groups 
as men, elderly or handicapped then might get less. 
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